Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
TORPY, Thomas Patrick
Service Number: 686

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Thomas Patrick Torpy, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Thomas Patrick Torpy died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




THOMAS PATRICK TORPY

Service Number: 686
Rank: Private |
Unit: 19th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 14 November 1916

Place of death: France

Age at death: 29

Place of association: Braidwood, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux ¥
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Thomas Patrick Torpy's
name is located at panel 90 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




19th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 19th Battalion was raised at Liverpool in
New South Wales in March 1915 as part of the
5th Brigade. A large number of the 19th's
original recruits had already served with the
Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary
Force (AN&MEF) in the operations to capture
German New Guinea in 1914. The 19th left
Australia in late June, trained in Egypt from late
July until mid-August, and on 21 August landed
at ANZAC Cove.

At Gallipoli the Battalion participated in the last
action of the August Offensive ' the attack on
Hill 60 ' before settling into defensive routine in
the trenches. From mid-September, until its
withdrawal from the peninsula on the night of
19 December, the 19th Battalion was
responsible for the defence of Pope's Hill.

After further training in Egypt, the 19th
Battalion proceeded to France. It took part in
its first major offensive around Pozieres
between late July and the end of August 1916.
After a spell in a quieter sector of the front in
Belgium, the 2nd Division, which included the
5th Brigade, came south again in October. The
19th Battalion attacked near Flers between 14
and 16 November, in conditions that Charles
Bean described as the worst ever encountered
by the AlF.

In 1917, the 19th was involved in the follow-up
of German forces after their retreat to the
Hindenburg Line, and was one of four
battalions to defeat a counter-stroke by a
German force, almost five times as strong, at
Lagincourt. The Battalion took part in three
major battles before the year was out, second
Bullecourt (3-4 May) in France, and Menin
Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-
10 October) in Belgium.

The spring of 1918 brought a major German
offensive that the 19th Battalion helped to stop.
For his actions during the fighting around
Hangard Wood on 7 April, Lieutenant Percy
Storkey was awarded the Victoria Cross. With
this last desperate offensive defeated, the 19th
participated in the battles that pushed the
German Army ever closer to defeat: Amiens on
8 August, the legendary attack on Mont St
Quentin on 31 August, and the forcing of the
Beaurevoir Line around Montbrehain on 3
October. Montbrehain was the battalion's last

battle. The casualties of 1918, combined with
long-term leave for 1914 enlistees, and
dwindling new enlistments had sapped the
strength of the AIF. On 10 October 1918 the
19th Battalion was disbanded to reinforce other
battalions in the brigade.

}‘ OUR SOLDIERS.

Nrs. M. Torpy, of this town, on
Wednesday received a telegram
fromn the Defence authorities con-
veying the sad news that herson,
Private P. Torpy., had been woun-
ded in France. Mrs. Torpy's thren
soldier sons are now out of action.
Private E. Torpy was admitted to
the Cambridge Hospital on the
11th March suffering from wounds
recvived in  France. while Pri-
vate T. Torpy was reported mis-
sing six months ago. and ne in-
formation as to his whereabouts
has since been received.

~ Writing  from Eungland to his
mother, Mrs. M. Irwin, Braidwood,
Private Vin. Irwin says that Pri-
vate P. Torpy, son of Mr. E. Tor-
py, of the Criterion Hotel, had
been recommended for a Militury
Medal or asFrench decoration.

1918: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting on the
fate of the three Torpy brothers: Patrick, Thomas
and Eddie.

Private Patrick Torpy, of Lagoon, Braidwood,
son of Mr and Mrs M. Torpy, has died from
wounds received in France, this is the second
son they have lost, and the other was Private
Thomas Torpy, who was reported missing fully
12 months before any authentic information
regarding his death was received. The late
Patrick Torpy was 27 years of age, he took part
in the Gallipoli campaign, returned to France in
1916. The deceased was a general favourite in
the district, his other brother Private Eddie
Torpy, returned recently suffering from a dose
of Fritz’s mustard gas.

The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the death of
Thomas’ brother, Patrick Edward Torpy, from
Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Roslyn
Maddrell
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M. November 14th 1916.

I have a brother named T.P.Torpy in the 19th Batt.
Hisnumber is 686. I was told by a man called Ted 0'Brien
“in the 19th Battalion, that my brother had been wounded inm
five plsces. He only mentioned that it was somewhaere on
the Somme, and he did not give the date when this happensd.

I had a letter from my brother in December from the Devonport
¥ilitary Bospital, saying that he was getting along all right.
I have heard nothing more from him sincse,
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; ,{.34\ Informant: Pte E.J.Torpy. 1860. D.Coy.l6 pltn

¢ N No.3 Can.Gen.Hospital,
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"+ Statement made by o.£59 Sgt Frenklin L. 19th Bin
' re Ho.686 7.2, 19th

Pte Torp
Ig8ing
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j(i,f' 1 Pte Torpy was xilled 14th ﬁovembqr at Flers.
‘- 'He was no% buried. S -
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'gﬂf?i -§afed‘a$ Porham Downs dhis 28th dag of September- 1917.

X (s8d) L. Franklin
Statement made and signed before me
- (sgd) R. Dooley,K Lt.
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AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY.

Tel.: VICTORIA 8858.

VICTORIA STREET.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS
TO BE ADDRESSED TO .

"“THE SECRETARY." A u LonNDON, S.W.
WOUNDED AND MISSING
— INQUIRY BUREAU —

AusTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY. ; : 16th ereil 1917.

TrLzaasric ADORES:
“ QUESTMAN. LONDON™

Officer Comueandiiy,
Devosport ilitory Zospitad,
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Decr Sir,

will ;:o.x n..ml} tell us whebther & privsie in

the A.1I.7,., 'mecl ‘ GBE 7. T. Toryy, 19th 3slta
y W‘“‘

in your Hospitsl duwriag Hovemdser oo Deveahers 7ls brotnher
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tells ug ne nzd & letier from hin wnilst there, as the igi

is reportedé lissing, we are anxious to verify the truth

in this steteyent.
7iith spologies for trounling you,

Yours f=ithfully,

Ml ~3ecretory
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Austrelicn Red Cross Soclety.
d ‘ Mo.346 2rivate DTarpy 2.2., waes

@nittod to this Hocpital on the 1:2th Oc"t'ob'err
1915, and trancferred to the sustreliasn
Hompitel, lartford on the 3lst October 1916.
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Dogr 242, Yoroy,
¥e heve been raquested by oar g7yinay Brreeu to

neke enguizies forr yons Lealios. .
68T o Talepss 155h netite A 5.5
Tiecing 1f.12.70%

—on in Is. Se cractien Gererel

and heve recoiyed JOWX vapord pi

Hogpitel om 9.8,17. in whickh you &y Fou hed & T1atter from your i

trother in Dscemier irom fae Yevenport Uilitory Hogpib-ls P
|
¢, Sevonport Uilitary Eoszpital, to 817 |

) thst

le mrote et once vo the Js
and trece your brother end raoei-.-g'é}g::m 378 Ceve (177417

your brother 1ed never baen & petient 'i.n tis Tospitel - ths Necr-

est cyprosch 0 spes & psme on their recdrds dcing

246, B, 2. Tarpy. i7th Batin. £3dzm, 12,10.,1%.
%e should be very glad i you coald let us heve tie letter

whioh your brother wrote you 4n December , or failing thet tell us
47 there has been & typist's error in neking the Hospitel read

g8 "Devonport Hilitary" for we exe Very erxions to trace your
brother in order to send ward to enquireres

With best wishes. v - '1‘&0.

abplod
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STRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE £

Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad. /'

No. e, : . Name
Unit
Joined on

2

o

10.

2 3

12.

14,

15.

. What is your trade or calling? .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
. Are you, or have you been, an Apprentiee? If so,

. Are you n)e!r/tiedi I R
' . g X
. Who is your next of kin? (Address to be stateﬂ) \/

. Have you ever been convicted by the Civil Power? .

. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His Ma]eaty s

Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.
DDA FORY NAMEY .. xo «v o anas msl e tinohisy lrf.

2. In the Parish of

u'
In or near what Parish or Town were you born? . 1

Are you a natural born British Subject or
Naturalized British Subject? (NB—If the %
latter, papers to be shown.) .. .. el 0\

e

DAL 38 FOULBEOY « o vo vi v o5, an it P TR

where, to whom, and for what period? .. .. ..

; . .1 .
{f 7 7 1 )
| Falite )' V), /" / A

Have you ever been discharged from any part of His
Majesty's Forces, with Ignominy, or as Incor-
rigible and Worthless, or on account of Convie-
tion of Felony, or of a Sentence of Penal Servi
tude, or have you been dismissed with stgraea
fromtheNavy? b

Do you now belong to, or have you ever served in, His
Majesty’s Army, the Marines, the Militia, the
Militia Reserve, the Territorial Forece, Royal Navy,
or Colonial Forees? If so, state whieh, and if not
now serving, state cause of discharge .. .. .. ..

Have you stated the whole, if any, of your previous
service? .. .. .. .. ..

Service? If so, on what grounds? . oy R

(For Married Men and Widowers with chﬂdm)——
Do ou understand that no Separation Allowance

d tg, you ther before or after
tion our c = -

Are you prepnmd to undergo mocu!a.tnon against smallpox i 15
and enteric fgver2... s e e A RN T T = o {
77/

.....................................................................

—

i SO T 2 G, S o TN e ot et f‘:%ﬁb declare that the above answers made
by me to thé above questions are true, and I am wnlhng and heréby Voluntarily agree to serve in the Military
Forees of the Commonwealth of Australia within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.

er_agree to allgt » lens than tgv_o_-ﬁft.L_of the p paya\ble to me from time to tm;w/
my service forjl::‘gxoy\_?- wife™ e hiths T

National Archives of Australia NAA: B2455 TORPY THOMAS PATRICK

~ wife and children /
Date....‘7. Y. 7 /3 //

* This clause to be amended where necessary and should be struck out in the cass of ied men or wid without children under 18 years of age.
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FIELD SERVICE. Army Form B. 2000a.

. REPORT of M of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Ofice with the least possible delay after receipt
of notification of death on Army Form B. 213 or Army Form A. 36, or from other official documentary sources.

T 39t BATEALION AsEeFv—— puttery o Compusy |
HRegimental !o._.‘

By whom made g ey : .. | 414
-wuumum«um-—#m:manwaummuw-&u
] L — . |' S Date :

i Buhl{
' By whom reported
Stato whetber he leaves (a) in Pay Book (Army Book 6)_Ri1l-mot—©® in Small Book (ifat Base)  —

¢ s Will or not () s a veparate document____Poceived

e

4 mpzlnudmwusndch&meiudtmmmm“luphﬂ,uvdlumn Book, should be examined, and if

ﬁnhmilshonldbeutommerthoWnrom " e
Any information received as to verbal expressions by a deceased soldier of his wishes as to the disposal of his estate should be

reported to the War Office as soon a8 possible.

" A duplicate of this Report ia to be sent to the Fixed Centre Paymaster at Home, or to the D.F.A.G., Indian Expeditionary Force,
or Field Disbursing Officer, s the case may raquire, together with the Deceased's Px:ook (after withdrawal of any will from the
Iatter). unuw'-smnmunmnu.,mhonuhuomumw-ro with this Beport. .

ANLAGSOCTION 309 ECHELAN Aol i)V 4 Lot e
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In Memory of
Private

Thomas Patrick Torpy
686, 19th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.I.F. who died on 14 November 1916 Age 29

Son of Michael and Annie Torpy, of Lagoon, Braidwood, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget

R,




