Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
STEWART, David Walter

Service Number: 1783
Rank: Sergeant

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

David Walter Stewart, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

David Walter Stewart died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




DAVID WALTER STEWART

Service Number: 1783

Rank: Sergeant |
Unit: 44th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 08 June 1917

Place of death: Belgium

Cause of death: Killed in action

Age at death: 22

Place of association: Perth, Australia -

Cemetery or memorial details: Bethleem Farm East
Cemetery, Flanders, Belgium

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: David Walter Stewart's
name is located at panel 138 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial kS




44th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 44th Battalion was raised at Claremont, Western Australia in February 1916. It formed part of the
11th Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division, and soon became known as "Old Bill's Thousand" after its
first commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel William Mansbridge. The battalion left Australia on 6
June and proceeded to Britain for further training. It arrived in France on 27 November and entered
the front line trenches of the Western Front for the first time on 29 December.

The 44th spent the bleak winter of 1916-17 alternating between service in the front line, and training
and labouring in the rear areas. This routine was broken by only one major raid, an ill-fated effort
involving almost half the battalion on 13 March 1917. The battalion fought in its first major battle at
Messines, in Belgium, between 7 and 10 June. In the months that followed it was heavily employed in
the Ypres sector, taking part in another major battle to capture Broodseinde Ridge on 7 June, and
participating in costly defensive operations in horrendous conditions. Of the 992 men from the
battalion who were involved in the Ypres operations, only 158 emerged unwounded when it was
relieved for a rest on 21 October.

Belgium remained the focus of the 44th Battalion's activities for another five months as it was rotated
between service in the rear areas and the front line. When the German Army launched its last great
offensive in March 1918, the battalion was rushed south to France and played a role in blunting the
drive towards the vital railway junction of Amiens.

With the Germans' last effort defeated the Allies began planning their own great offensive. The 44th
took part in the preparatory battle of Hamel on 4 July 1918, and was part of the first wave when the
offensive itself was launched on 8 August. Its involvement continued during the long advance that
followed throughout August and into September. The 44th's last major action of the war was fought
between 29 September and 3 October 1918 as part of the Australian-American operation that
breached the formidable defences of the Hindenburg Line along the St Quentin Canal. By this stage,
the 44th was just about spent. It had crossed the Hamel start-line approximately 600-strong, but just
on 80 men were relieved on 3 October. The battalion was out of the line when the war ended, and
was disbanded in May 1919.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL : == E01293

Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Messines Area, Messines: Portion of the Messines battlefield showing the
ruins of Messines in the background. The village was razed by the bombardments preceding the British attack
on 7 June 1917.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
DAVID WALTER STEWART #1783

Informal portrait of 1783 Sergeant (Sgt) David Walter Stewart, 44th Battalion, of Perth, WA. A teacher
at Perth Modern School prior to his enlistment on 25 January 1916, he embarked from Fremantle
aboard HMAT Miltiades on 9 August 1916. He was killed in action, aged twenty two, on 8 June 1917,

at Messines, France.
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Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Messines Area, Messines: A dummy tree used as an observation post on
Hill 63 by Australian troops during the Battle of Messines on 7 June 1917.
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7 June 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Messines Area, Messines: German prisoners at Messines, on
the afternoon of 7 June 1917, carrying their own wounded to a field dressing station, while the British Mark IV
tanks advanced towards the distant Messines Ridge, where an enemy shell is seen bursting.
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LI IMPERIAL FORCE.

(ORI % A /7@3 Name.. Q}Tf M/ART p(w /
2/%“'“\&0&@&10& ...... aéff ................... - %‘fe? p

' Questions to be put to the Person Enlisti
1. What is your Name ? l‘(np 2

2. In the Parish of..........,

|
l -
2. In or near what Parish or Town were you born ? < near the Town of,... 2/ C0 5 e risn asaseturas

L in the County of....... .

8. Are you a natural born British Subject op-c-nga&—;

4. What is your age ?

Aesarassavasyee
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5. What is your Trade or Calling? ..

6. Are you, or have you been an Apprenl.we? If so, where, to]
whom, and for what peried ? ... - B

Tebaevevans

7. Are you married ¥
8. Who is your next of kin? (Address to be stated) ... i

9. Have you ever been convicted by the Civil Power? .

10. Have you ever been discharged from any part of Hm Ma.]esty 8
Forees with Ignominy, or as Incorrigible and Worthless, or on |
account of Conviction of Felony, or of a Sentence of Penal }» 10. 70
Servitude, or have you been dismissed with Dlsgra.ce from the |

Navy ? )
11. Do you now belong '.0. or lmve you ever served in, H\s Majestv -
Army, the Marines, the Militia, the Militia Reserve, the Terri- ? 1n o
mﬂ‘l Foroe. &)"l Nl'y. or C()IOBI&] FOH,'E‘B' If 50, state vs agdieas - o ia e ee v 'e et e Ky RS 0000 sd AUw e sonasatsskspie st bRUI NI
which, and if nof now serving, state cause of discharge >

12. Have you stated the whole, if any, of your previous Service? 12, LT, sivies o i ondansndbenibpestnasishnani UUAE U

13. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His MaJest.y s Service ? ) 1. P2
!l'no,on wha.tgrounds? S . .A. PRSP PR R s G L SRR S, S
14. (For married men and widowers wnlh chnldren and toldwrl ulw \
are the sole mﬁrt of widowed mother)—
Do you understand that no Separation Allowance willge 5.
in t of your service beyond angmount which,
together with pay, would reach eight: shillings per day .

15. Are you prepnred to undergo inoculation agamat smallpox l

md enwne feve i s T o et TUED « ¢« 4 448 A S AR AR A AR AL SRR ARSI IARE AR a R A
/IJ Y. [ )

I
p EER solemnly declare that the above answers made by

me to the above questions are frdé, and I am wnllmg and hereby voluntanly agree to serve in ‘the Military Forees of the
Commonwealth of Australia within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.

And 1 further agree to allot not less than ::;;ffﬁttl:;s of the pay payable to me from time to time during my service for

wife.® +
the support of my 'ﬂe and childgen.

w.ﬂp Lz /é ' Vﬁé Q)M %0

B
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Signaturs of Pervon Hulisiels
® This clause show!d be siruck out in the case of ried wan or wid s without children under 18 years of age,
i7962/16° ¥ Two-fifths must be allotted to the wife, and if there are children thres-fifths must be allotted.
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RLAE : BEs -
Name in Pull I, _ Dayid Salter STENART,.. - :
Reoginowtal Number 1783 Sacving 10 44th Battp.ALF.

of the Australian Inporial INice 4o howedy b 4 U RS
all former Wills nade by me and dedlare this te be
ny Last Will. q

Nome snd Address I DEVISE sndé BEQURATH all ny real eghate unhq

of pexsen or : ; :
pereons o whon
it is to 80.

‘-.;‘ e Y e i T Pt W -t St ~—t

-
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abgsolutely and ny personal astate X begacath Temy mother

of or 3
porsoas %0 FORYIRR_ A3 Paxk Rosd.
?orso'ml agtate i :
See Nobe) . R Mg, lewley, Perth, West ARBS . i
Pill in Date I¥ WITN3SS WABREOF I have horeunto set my haad this
' sixth day of__ June. A D, 1977
D Stowart, _ASignature)

All alterations Sigred by.-the said Tsgtator as his last ¥Will arpd -
to be initialled Testoment-the same having been resd over end ex~
by Testator and plained to hipm, 1n the, prosence cf ue tath present 6
Witnosses at the same time who at his reguest ard io his '
presence and in the® presence of each gther have
. subseribed our names as wilnesses.

3
‘

, Signature of Witness Owen W.Williamg. ' s
PFIRST WITNESS

Addrese and Occupation__ LePpls .9'93“ 44th BatheAI.F
Signature ¢f Witrees B,C.Robins, -

Address’and Ocrupation _Gorporal 4ath Batte A.I.F.

¥.B. Personal Estate includees Pajy, BEffe cts, Money: in
Bank, Insurgnce Peiloy, in fect everjihing exoep !
Reel Estate.

SECOND WITKESS

— -

Certified te be a true oupy of Will of No.1l783 Bgt., Ste t, David

Welter, 44th Battalion, A.l.F. v

Sk
TRAALes Br’msh
N Hf‘.qI‘B. A.I.F.

; : Checked, Z/E ’ .
22 ;f/’// | |
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! FIELD SERVICE. .

Army Form B. 2090a.

REPORT of Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the least possible delay after receipt
of notification of death on Army Form B, 213 or Army Form A. 36, or from other oflicial documentary sources.

eNT)  44%h BATTALION; AeToFy | soundron Troop, | ied

Battery or Compuny

Begimental No._____ 28O Rani__SOPgOaNt

Cause ot Deatt__Kdlled in Actlone
Nature and Date of 3°P°“ AP P21 dsted 15th Mg g

n,.mm__m_mmm;m

Specially state killed in action, led from ds recaived {n action, or from illness dao to tield
A " " frdul N iltary d'uty.:r (muhuwy while on mﬂlury duty.

m For Burlal Repert dena].O' ] -
B‘M{Bywm not yet to haade “ - v

_____(#) in Small Book (if as BRI
State whether he leaves

a Will or not (t,mmiw__,f s LARs —

All private docaments and effects receivesd from the front or hospital, as well as the Pay Book, should be examined, and if any
will is found it should be at once forwarded to the War Office.
Any information received as to verbal expressions by a deceased wldier of his wishes ns to the disposal of his estate should bie
upomdwtho War Office as soon as possible. 4 S pras el £
i to be sent to the Fixed Centre Paymaster at Home, or to the A ndian Ex onary Foree,
or Field Dﬂm:: :)hh B?P:nnchn caso may require, together with’th.: Doeuud?:.'?ly Book (after withdrawal of any will from: the
latter). 1f the ducensed’s Small Book is at the Base, it should be forwarded to the War O " ith this Report.

 Sectlon, 3rd Eehelom,
Getiss  DeaPe

#f £5eTe17e
(A52) Wt STIOMMS 400,000 816 JFW (E328) Forms/BR0A2

or' to ivation or while on
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Qke513/1/55

TELEPHONES:
Hammersmith 1900, 1SOtL.

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
KIT STORE.
~;;T;;;YHOUND ROAD.
HAMMERSMITH, LONDON. S.W. 6.

-‘/ -

.!‘. 23rd Jnly ’ 1918

4"-

Dear Sirs,

1783 Sergeant D.W. Stewart, 44th., Battalion, A.I.F.
~ — S * ket eat e  oen _.-...--Decesm. ________ -

In continustion of my letter to you of the
17+h. nltimo relative to the personsl eifects of the above-named
late soldier - although thorough enquiries have been made in the
field with & view to tracing the effects of the deceased, our
efforts heve proved unsuccessful.

The Commending Officer, 44th. Battalion, on
being communicated with in regard thereto reports that no record
axists in his Unit of any belongings of the late Sergeant D.W. Stewart
having been recovered from the field.

In view of the foregoing I regret that T cannot

‘(’N hold out sny hope for the recovery of any property belonging to the
deceased.
Yours Taithfully,
-' MM

- Lieutenant.

0.C., A.I.F. Kit Store.

The Commissioners, L/
Australian Red Cross Society,~

36, Grosvenor Place, S.W.l.
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VICTORIA BARRACKS.

Melbourne, | 4o nDecember 1920
Dear 8ir, s : h

Vith referencs g your cipplicataon for LECLOEraas ’
|

Of the grave of the late g, 1783 Bergeant D. V. STEWART ,44th En.
I nave to adviee Yyou one  copyis i o Jvalluble, ars may

I 3
be cbtained at the Taw of 3d. per copy.
Upon te'cezpt of your remittance (atarmpe or postal
note) the photographs waili ba at once forwacied.
Yours raa thfully,
TR " J. %, 1u -
g "m' ce Officer 1/ BMJ:.
' 3 r
’ +
ol « L1 _ﬁ‘z’li
 National Aréhives of Australia — T




In Memory of
Sergeant

David Walter Stewart

1783, 44th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.|F. who died on 08 June 1917 Age 22

Son of Walter David and Amelia Stewart, of 13, Park Rd., Mt. Lawley, Perth, Westem Australia. Native of
Braidwood, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Bethlieem Farm East Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




France Day.
——
BRAIDWOOD CELEBRATION.

The celebration of France Day
in Braidwood was, something of a
fiasco. The public was invited ‘o
m2el in Ryrie Park at 12 o'clock
vesterday. At 10 minutes  past
this hour the only members of
the public, outside  the public
school children, in  attendance
were the Mayor and town clerk.
The voungsters were marched to

the ground by the headmaster,
“Mr.rage, ana "Miss Thogg. "Tm,

Mayor presided.

Mr. Page said they had met to
pay some recognition to the great
Republic of France on her national
day. This day was celebrated, part-
ly to commemorate the fall of
Pastille, but chiefly to commemo-
rale the beginning of a free con-
stitution in France. Australians
and Britishers generally possibly
did not appreciaie fully what the
revolution meant to France, but
he did not intend to sav anything
about that. Tt was rather a curi-
cus fact that in 1792, four yeuars
after the revolution, the represen-
taiives of all sections met  in
France on 14th July, which was
co'ebrated as France Day. At this
gathering it was decided to fight
the enemy of France at that time.
Thix 2nemy was Germany, which
was then moving on Paris. To-dny
France was fighting the same ene-
my, and fighting it nobly an-
well. He concluded by  saying
that he had much pleasure in mo-

- = g w————

\'iug thc follo“m,z 1esoluuon :—
“That we, the citizens of Braid-
wood, assembled in Ryrie Park, by
invitation of the Mayor, desire
upon this, the national festival cf
cur glorious ally, to record our
deep %ense of the immeasurable
sacrifice made by the French peo-
ple in withstanding the greatest
menace to liberty that cver threa-
tened civilisation ; our admiration
of the matchless valor of  her
armies, and the irresistible deter-
mination of her civil population
which shows no sign ol faltering
after four years of the bloodiest
war in history: and our profound
conviction of the ultimate success
in which the arms of the Allies
will be erowned with a glorioue
and imperishable victory, forever
removing the danger of the free
demoeracies  being  erushed by
Prussian militarism.” :

M. . Green, town clerk, said
he had much pleasure in secon:ling
the resolution. The resolution
Hi":]'j}' meant that the citizens of
Braidwond honored France for her
achigvements in this war and lil-
ted their hats to her. France had
been fichting for four years and
was ~ti!! fighting. Australians scar-
cely knew what war meant. Fren-
chmen knew what it meant. They
had iitier experience to guide
them. The towns in France were
deseric:i except for women and
childven and old men. All the rest
had gone to defend their country
against an implacable enemy. They
were determined to keep on fight-
ing until victory had been achiev-
ed. Therefore it was that they hon-
oured Irance.

The resolution was carried una-
nimously. Afterwards the child-
ren sang "“The Marseillaise” and
“God Save the King.” The pro-
ceedings terminated with three
lusty cheers for France.



France Day, Wallace Street Braidwood (Photo: Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Roslyn Maddrell).
Story from the The Braidwood Review and District Advocate, Tuesday 16 July 1918, page 2
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Everybody responded enthusiastically to the idea of capturing the information about Braidwood’s
88 World War | veterans who lost their lives. The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch is most grateful for
the support they received in carrying out this task and would like to acknowledge those of whom
we are aware: Karen, Chris and Renee Nelson, Roslyn Maddrell, Karen Shea, Jill Clarke, Rod
McClure, Ben and Meaghan Frohling, Diane McGrath, Us On Mondays Quilting Group, Len
Mutton & Co and local shopkeepers for their World War | window displays.

Thank you to the students and teachers of Braidwood Central School and St. Bedes School who
have embraced these soldiers and have honoured their memories on Anzac Day 2015.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch raised a good proportion of the funds for the cost of producing
these booklets. The efforts of the members of the sub branch involved are very much
appreciated. This money was augmented by welcome funding from the Federal Government
through the ANZAC Centenary Local Grants Program and the Braidwood Community Bank.

To all those who helped in any way, many thanks. Your efforts have ensured we remember
these Braidwood and District Veterans well.

Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front’ by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget

R,




