Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
SPICER, William Henry
Service Number: 556

Rank: Sergeant

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

William Henry Spicer, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

William Henry Spicer died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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WILLIAM HENRY SPICER _

Service Number: 556
& Rank: Sergeant
Unit: 3rd Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 23 July 1916
Place of death: France
Age at death: 26
Place of association: Braidwood, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, -
Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: William Henry Spicer's

name is located at panel 38 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




3rd Australian Infantry Battalion

The 3rd Battalion was among the first infantry
units raised for the AIF during the First World
War. Like the 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions it was
recruited from New South Wales and, together
with these battalions, formed the 1st Brigade.

The battalion was raised within a fortnight of
the declaration of war in August 1914 and
embarked just two months later. After a brief
stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion
proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December.
The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing
on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and
third waves and served there until the
evacuation in December. In August, the
battalion took part in the attack on Lone Pine.
For his valorous action in defending Sasse's
Sap at Lone Pine on 9 August, Private John
Hamilton was awarded the Victoria Cross.

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion
returned to Egypt. In March 19186, it sailed for
France and the Western Front. From then until
1918 the battalion took part in operations
against the German Army, principally in the
Somme Valley in France and around Ypres in
Belgium. The battalion's first major action in
France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley in
July 1916. Later the battalion fought at Ypres,
in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for
winter.

The battalion participated in a short period of
mobile operations following the German
withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in early
1917, but spent much of that year fighting in
increasingly difficult conditions around Ypres.
In 1918 the battalion returned to the Somme
valley and helped to stop the German spring
offensive in March and April. The battalion
subsequently participated in the Allies' great
offensive of that year, launched east of Amiens
on 8 August 1918. The advance on this day by
British and empire troops was the greatest
success in a single day on the Western Front,
one that German General Erich Ludendorff
described as "the black day of the German
Army in this war".

The battalion continued operations to late
September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November
1918, the guns fell silent. The November
armistice was followed by the peace treaty of
Versailles signed on 28 June 1919.

Between November 1918 and May 1919 the
men of the 3rd Battalion returned to Australia
for demobilisation and discharge.

In our last issuc w2 briefly re-
ported the death at the front of
Sergeant W. H. Spicer, sou ol Mr.
Frank Spicer, of this town, and
Private W. Huggett, son ol Mr.
S. H. Huggett, of Mongarlowe.
Sergeant Spicer was onc ol the
first to enlist from Braidwood.
He took part in the famous Gal-
lipoli landing, and was in the
thick of the fighting on the Pen-
insula till the end. He came
through the ordeal unscathed by
either bullets or sickness, al-
though his comrade, Lance-Corpo-
ral 8. Dowell, went down to sick-
ness. Owing to his goad work in
the firing line Sergeant Spicer
gained speedy promotion. He was
only 27 years of age, and a na-
tive of Braidwood. He was a
very popular young man, and the
news of his death was recejved
with many manifestations of re-
gret. The greatest sympathy is
felt for Mr. and Mrs. Spicer in
their sad bercavement. Mrs. Spi-
cer was away on a holiday when

" the news of her son's death arri-

ved. They asre both very much
cut up, although they are some-
what consoled by the fact that he
gave his life for his country.
Private Huggett's death must
have taken place about the same
time. The sympathy of the com-
munity will go out to his berea-
ved father and mother.

1916: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the deatlh
of William Henry Spicer.




The Braidwood Dispatch articles published in
Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Roslyn
Maddrell

Sergeant W. Spicer; death at the front. He took

In Memory

St. Andrews Church of England, Braidwood, an
oak Litany desk as unveiled In Memory of the
late Sergt. William Spicer, which has been
presented to his mother and sister. After the
unveiling the Litany was sung. On the front of
the desk is a brass inscription: “In memory of
Sergt. William Spicer, who was Killed in action
July 23, 1916. Presented by his mother and
sister.”

part in the Gallipoli landing, he came through
that ordeal unscathed by bullet or sickness
although his comrade Steve Dowell went down
to sickness. Sergeant Spicer was 27 year of
age, a very popular young man and native of
our district.

The Battle of Pozieres

Pozieres, a small village in the Somme valley in France, was the scene of bitter and costly fighting for
the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions in mid-1916. The village was captured initially by the 1st
Division on 23 July 1916. The division clung to its gains despite almost continuous artillery fire and
repeated German counter-attacks but suffered heavily. By the time it was relieved on 27 July it had
suffered 5,285 casualties.

The 2nd Division took over from the 1st and mounted two further attacks - the first, on 29 July, was a
costly failure; the second, on 2 August, resulted in the seizure of further German positions beyond the
village. Again, the Australians suffered heavily from retaliatory bombardments. They were relieved on
6 August, having suffered 6,848 casualties. The 4th Division was next into the line at Pozieres. It too
endured a massive artillery bombardment, and defeated a German counter-attack on 7 August; this
was the last attempt by the Germans to retake Pozieres.

A busy scene in
Sausage Valley during
the fighting near
Pozieres.
Communications with
Pozieres led through
this valley, which was a
very busy thoroughfare
in July and August
1916 during the battle
to capture the village
from the Germans.
Beyond the Rolls
Royce Phantom motor
vehicle, and in the
middle distance, are
several field kitchens,
with numerous men
waiting around them.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume Area, Pozieres Area, Pozieres: Australian infantry watching the

artillery bombardment of Pozieres. Between 23 July and early September 1916, the 1st, 2nd and 4th Divisions
between them launched 19 attacks on German positions in and around the ruins of Pozieres. The Australians
suffered 23,000 casualties while advancing two kilometres; British and Australian artillery were no match for

German artillery and machine guns.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL P09990.001

1916: France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume Area, Pozieres Area: Memorial in the shape of a wooden
cross commemorating D Company 3rd Infantry Battalion, AIF members who died at the battle of Pozieres,
France between 21 and 26 July 1916. Names recorded on the memorial are: 539 Company Sergeant Major
(CSM) Harry Fenton Manning Stead (killed in action (KIA) 23 July 1916); 5687 Sergeant (Sgt) Robert McDonald
(wounded at Pozieres and died of wounds on 3 August 1916); 896 Corporal (Cpl) Thomas Blackburn (KIA 24
July 1916); 929 Sgt Samuel Sawrey Garrard (KIA 23 July 1916); 979 Cpl James Charles Traynor (KIA 24 July
1916); 556 Sgt William Henry Spicer (KIA 23 July 1916); 1853 Cpl George Eric Wright (KIA 24 July 1916);
2731 Lance Corporal (L Cpl) David Silvester Ravolaine (KIA 24 July 1916); 2619 Private (Pte) Robert Edward
James Duffin (KIA 24 July 1916); 3960 Pte Alfred John William Clark (KIA 24 July 1916); 2675 Pte Henry
Charles Harding (KIA 24 July 1916); 5658 Pte Archibald Douglas Hamilton (KIA 24 July 1916); 2622 Pte
Edward Jenkins (KIA 22 July 1916); 2701A Pte Reginald Cole Kenny (KIA 22 July 1916); 2643 Pte Robert
Meigan (KIA 24 July 1916); 4068 Pte John Steel (KIA 22 July 1916); 3259 Pte Arthur Lorn Wyborn (KIA 22
July 1916); 1124 Pte Carl FrederickGraff (KIA 22 July 1916) and 3973 Pte Richard Oswald Roberts. Only Sgt
McDonald and L Cpl Hamilton have known graves. All others are commemorated on the Australian National
Memoirial at Villers-Bretonneux, France with others who have no known grave.
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'aper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abread.

No. ,.ezs/l‘..... Name J'F/LL"[L .......... “(///lﬁMHfﬂK} ...................... Sk

i tﬂ Il ... __r-_/
e s

Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.

L 7 7S 3
1. What is your Name } |, Ml adleiare ..“5{(4:;4414, ......... @éﬁ‘w___
7 AN S

2. In tho Parish of ........ L0 < KRRl

2. In or near what Parish or Town were you bornt o near the Town of

in the County of ... %T_MM___Z/;W

8. Are you a natural born British Subject or = Nstuu.limd}

British Subject? (N.B.—If the latter, papers to be $ARE éi Ao b A Sl A

shown.)
4. What is your age? o e s RRERE 5 s P dr. 7 ST < & ]
B. What is your trade or calling? ... o R el e n

6. Are you, or .'_ ve you been, an Apprentice? If so, where,
mm.:n.wmpﬁod: ! e g L

1. Are ymn-ws,.. s - PSS L L
; = 1 8. o rnrit.. okt tﬁw(dlaféﬁly

8. Who is your next of kin! (Address to be stated)

9. Have you ever been convicted by the Civil Power? s T 7

10. Have you ever been discharged from any part of His
Majeaty’s Forces, with Ignominy, or as Incorrigible and
‘Worthless, or on account of Conviction of Felony, or of a
Sentence of Penal Servitude, or hauve you been dismissed
with Disgrace from the Navy!? : il

11. Do you now belong to, or have you ever xervo_a"fin, Hia}

10. 2 W

Majesty’s Army, the Marines, the Militia, the Militia
Reserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy, lor Colonial
Forces? If so, state which, and if not now serving,

12. Have you lh&ed the whole, if any, of your previous service?  12. . é‘/"—'ﬂ ;

13. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His Majesty's
Service t _lfso,on what grounds? ... } 13.. /éﬂ

14. (Por married men and widowers with children)— } '
14

1" 2z

Do you understand that no Separation Allowance will be
issued to you either before or after embarkation
during your term of servies? ...

nj At il do solemnly declare that the above answers made
are truesdnd T arf willing and hereby voluntarily agree to serve in the Military Forces of the
in or beyond the limits of the Commonwenalth.

$, Hiia
a me to the sbove questions
wealth o! Australia with

for the support of my wife and children.®

Date w_%é&_ i

D7 /S04 ~0. 10820, 'ﬂ"adnndw-ldumuhwm(wmwm.WWWJsm;d*










Army Form B. 20904.
FIELD SERVICE. q /\//

L4 2
.REPOﬁT of Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the least possible
delay after receipt of notification of death on Army Form B. 213 or Army Form A. 36 or from

other official documentary sources.

REGIMENT ) Squadron, }
or . 3prd Battalion, A,I.F, Troop, Battery - ®
CORPS I or Company f
Rogtl. No. 586  Raux  Sergeant¥
Name _____SPIER, Willisn, Hemrys :
Dt = zﬁm&:‘A
. i
Died! Ple. *In the Field ' FRANCE.
Chrpe of Death®___ Killed in ection,

Nature and Date of Renort. Army Form B213, 28 oTolds
By whom made Commanding Officer, 3 rd Battalion, A.IF.

. Sp;ol-lly state if killed in action, or died from wounds received in action, or from iliness diic €0 Geld operations or to fatigue, privation or
exposure while on military duty, or from injury while on military duty.

Place __ Not yet to hamiy

Burial { Date e FU" For Burlal Report Sas BIOS °

By whom reported s ; e e LBrak.
a) in Pay Book (Army Book 64) Net yet to hand.
( y
State whether he leaves | () in Small Book (if at Base) = ¥

a will or no

(c) as a separate document______®

All private documents and effects received from the front or bospital, as well as the Pay

Book, should be examined, and if any will is found it should be at once torwarded to the War Office.

Any information received as to verbal expressions by a deceased soldier of his wishes as to

the disposal of his estate should be reported to the War Offic> as soon as possible.

A duplicate of this Report is to be sent to the Fixed Centre Paymaster at Home,
or to the D.F.A.G., Indian Epeditionary Force, or Field Disbursing Officer, as the case may require,
together with the deceased’'s Puy Book (after withdrawal of any will from the latter). If the
deceased’s Small Book is av the Base, it should be forwarded to the War Office with this Report.

Signature of Officer in charge / ‘L,if, ,v/,{_'/:; . ’
tf Eﬁ?lon Ad_]uta.nb-i:neral 8 g Qfsﬁ—.; s e ﬁ..;j,_.#_
- Beitish i:paauoaf-; -
tation and Date  ROUEN, FPRANCE, 30,9516§

Wt. 12920/4141 400,000 1215 JFW Forws













In Memory of
Sergeant

William Henry Spicer

556, 3rd Bn., Australian Infantry, A.LF. who died on 23 July 1916 Age 26

Son of Francis Shaw Spicer and Annie Spicer.

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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