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“We will remember them well”
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From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District 
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War I. 

88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.  

ROLL OF HONOUR
SPICER, William Henry
Service Number: 556

Rank: Sergeant



 

Introduction 
This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start 
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s 
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most 
terrible conflict ever seen to that time.  Australians 
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers.  Their 
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from 
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was 
an integral part, to the desire to have a great 
adventure. 
 
Braidwood and district were no exception. Over 
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a 
population of about 5000, 465 men and women 
from what is now the 2622 postcode area – 
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen, 
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and 
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of 
these 377 returned to Australia.  Sadly, 88 lost 
their lives.    

A varying amount of their history is recorded in 
the Australian War Memorial.  Some of their 
names, but not all, are recorded on local 
memorials.  More is recorded in limited local 
histories and newspapers, not readily available to 
the general public; and the people who lived with 
and knew these distant relatives are also passing 
on.   

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all 
the information available from the Australian War 
Memorial and local sources, including the 
Braidwood Museum.   Families, still resident in 
the district, have added their family knowledge 
and their precious memorabilia.    

This booklet is the available story of  
William Henry Spicer, one of the 88 Braidwood 
volunteers who did not return from World War 
I.  It contains his details as recorded in the World 
War I Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers, 
Field Service records, any Casualty notification, 
correspondence relating to his death, details of 
decorations won, any available photos, and, in 
some instances, family correspondence or 
recollections.  
 
William Henry Spicer died for his country, for 
you and for me.  Please pause a moment to 
remember him.   
 
Lest We Forget. 

 
WORLD WAR I 
 
World War I lasted four years, from 4 August 
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the 
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne. 
The axis powers were Germany and Austria. 
Russia and France were the initial allies. When 
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the 
war on the side of Russia and France.  

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in 
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was 
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another 
front because of colonial possessions on that 
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1 
November 1914, the Middle East became 
another theatre of war. 

Australians generally thought of themselves as 
an integral part of the British Empire and the 
Australian Army and Navy were part of the 
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime 
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised 
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and 
the last shilling.’ The Australian population was 
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served 
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were 
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397 
died while captive).  

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in 
1915. The ANZACS – Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps – were engaged in battle on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the 
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe 
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.   
 
The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December 
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the 
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of 
19,000.  Despite the defeat, the legend attached to 
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the 
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and 
national identity.  

                                 

   

 
 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
 
 

WILLIAM HENRY SPICER 
 

Service Number: 556 
Rank: Sergeant 
Unit: 3rd Australian Infantry Battalion 
Service: Australian Army 
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918 
Date of death: 23 July 1916 
Place of death: France 
Age at death: 26 
Place of association: Braidwood, Australia 
Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France 
Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,  
Army 

 
Location on the Roll of Honour: William Henry Spicer's 
name is located at panel 38 in the Commemorative Area 
at the Australian War Memorial 
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3rd Australian Infantry Battalion  
The 3rd Battalion was among the first infantry 
units raised for the AIF during the First World 
War. Like the 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions it was 
recruited from New South Wales and, together 
with these battalions, formed the 1st Brigade.  

The battalion was raised within a fortnight of 
the declaration of war in August 1914 and 
embarked just two months later. After a brief 
stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion 
proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December. 
The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing 
on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and 
third waves and served there until the 
evacuation in December. In August, the 
battalion took part in the attack on Lone Pine. 
For his valorous action in defending Sasse's 
Sap at Lone Pine on 9 August, Private John 
Hamilton was awarded the Victoria Cross.  

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion 
returned to Egypt. In March 1916, it sailed for 
France and the Western Front. From then until 
1918 the battalion took part in operations 
against the German Army, principally in the 
Somme Valley in France and around Ypres in 
Belgium. The battalion's first major action in 
France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley in 
July 1916. Later the battalion fought at Ypres, 
in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for 
winter.  

The battalion participated in a short period of 
mobile operations following the German 
withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in early 
1917, but spent much of that year fighting in 
increasingly difficult conditions around Ypres. 
In 1918 the battalion returned to the Somme 
valley and helped to stop the German spring 
offensive in March and April. The battalion 
subsequently participated in the Allies' great 
offensive of that year, launched east of Amiens 
on 8 August 1918. The advance on this day by 
British and empire troops was the greatest 
success in a single day on the Western Front, 
one that German General Erich Ludendorff 
described as "the black day of the German 
Army in this war".  

The battalion continued operations to late 
September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November 
1918, the guns fell silent. The November 
armistice was followed by the peace treaty of 
Versailles signed on 28 June 1919.  

Between November 1918 and May 1919 the 
men of the 3rd Battalion returned to Australia 
for demobilisation and discharge.  

 

 

1916: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the deatlh 
of William Henry Spicer. 

 
 
The Braidwood Dispatch articles published in 
Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Roslyn 
Maddrell 

Sergeant W. Spicer; death at the front. He took 
part in the Gallipoli landing, he came through 
that ordeal unscathed by bullet or sickness 
although his comrade Steve Dowell went down 
to sickness. Sergeant Spicer was 27 year of 
age, a very popular young man and native of 
our district. 

 

In Memory 

St. Andrews Church of England, Braidwood, an 
oak Litany desk as unveiled In Memory of the 
late Sergt. William Spicer, which has been 
presented to his mother and sister. After the 
unveiling the Litany was sung. On the front of 
the desk is a brass inscription: “In memory of 
Sergt. William Spicer, who was killed in action 
July 23, 1916. Presented by his mother and 
sister.” 

 

 

The Battle of Pozieres 
Pozieres, a small village in the Somme valley in France, was the scene of bitter and costly fighting for 
the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions in mid-1916. The village was captured initially by the 1st 
Division on 23 July 1916. The division clung to its gains despite almost continuous artillery fire and 
repeated German counter-attacks but suffered heavily. By the time it was relieved on 27 July it had 
suffered 5,285 casualties. 
 
The 2nd Division took over from the 1st and mounted two further attacks - the first, on 29 July, was a 
costly failure; the second, on 2 August, resulted in the seizure of further German positions beyond the 
village. Again, the Australians suffered heavily from retaliatory bombardments. They were relieved on 
6 August, having suffered 6,848 casualties. The 4th Division was next into the line at Pozieres. It too 
endured a massive artillery bombardment, and defeated a German counter-attack on 7 August; this 
was the last attempt by the Germans to retake Pozieres. 

 

A busy scene in 
Sausage Valley during 
the fighting near 
Pozieres. 
Communications with 
Pozieres led through 
this valley, which was a 
very busy thoroughfare 
in July and August 
1916 during the battle 
to capture the village 
from the Germans. 
Beyond the Rolls 
Royce Phantom motor 
vehicle, and in the 
middle distance, are 
several field kitchens, 
with numerous men 
waiting around them. 
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France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume Area, Pozieres Area, Pozieres: Australian infantry watching the 
artillery bombardment of Pozieres. Between 23 July and early September 1916, the 1st, 2nd and 4th Divisions 
between them launched 19 attacks on German positions in and around the ruins of Pozieres. The Australians 
suffered 23,000 casualties while advancing two kilometres; British and Australian artillery were no match for 
German artillery and machine guns.  

 

 

1916: France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume Area, Pozieres Area: Memorial in the shape of a wooden 
cross commemorating D Company 3rd Infantry Battalion, AIF members who died at the battle of Pozieres, 
France between 21 and 26 July 1916. Names recorded on the memorial are: 539 Company Sergeant Major 
(CSM) Harry Fenton Manning Stead (killed in action (KIA) 23 July 1916); 587 Sergeant (Sgt) Robert McDonald 
(wounded at Pozieres and died of wounds on 3 August 1916); 896 Corporal (Cpl) Thomas Blackburn (KIA 24 
July 1916); 929 Sgt Samuel Sawrey Garrard (KIA 23 July 1916); 979 Cpl James Charles Traynor (KIA 24 July 
1916); 556 Sgt William Henry Spicer (KIA 23 July 1916); 1853 Cpl George Eric Wright (KIA 24 July 1916); 
2731 Lance Corporal (L Cpl) David Silvester Ravolaine (KIA 24 July 1916); 2619 Private (Pte) Robert Edward 
James Duffin (KIA 24 July 1916); 3960 Pte Alfred John William Clark (KIA 24 July 1916); 2675 Pte Henry 
Charles Harding (KIA 24 July 1916); 558 Pte Archibald Douglas Hamilton (KIA 24 July 1916); 2622 Pte 
Edward Jenkins (KIA 22 July 1916); 2701A Pte Reginald Cole Kenny (KIA 22 July 1916); 2643 Pte Robert 
Meigan (KIA 24 July 1916); 4068 Pte John Steel (KIA 22 July 1916); 3259 Pte Arthur Lorn Wyborn (KIA 22 
July 1916); 1124 Pte Carl FrederickGraff (KIA 22 July 1916) and 3973 Pte Richard Oswald Roberts. Only Sgt 
McDonald and L Cpl Hamilton have known graves. All others are commemorated on the Australian National 
Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, France with others who have no known grave. 
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“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings 
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the 
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could 
adequately describe the excitement that followed.”  “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn 
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ROLL OF HONOUR
Alley, Clair Underwood 
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George
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Beatty, Walter Cusack
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Sherman, Edgar Robert
Sherman, Percy Frederick
Simmons, George
Smith (Greenwood), George
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Lest We Forget


