Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
SIMMONS, George
Service Number: 2661

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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THE GREAT WAR




Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

George Simmons, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

George Simmons died for his country, for you
and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




GEORGE SIMMONS

Service Number: 2661
£ Rank: Private |
Unit: 35th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 12 October 1917
Place of death: Belgium
Age at death: 32
Place of association: West Maitland, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Menin Gate Memorial, y
Ypres, Flanders, Belgium

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: George Simmons' name
is located at panel 126 in the Commemorative Area at the
Australian War Memorial




35th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 35th Battalion was formed in December 1915 in Newcastle, New South Wales. The bulk of the
battalion's recruits were drawn from the Newcastle region and thus it was dubbed "Newcastle's Own".
Reflecting the demographics of the area, there were a high proportion of miners among the
battalion's original members.

The 35th Battalion became part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division. It left Sydney, bound
for the United Kingdom in May 1916. Arriving there in early July, the battalion spent the next four
months training. It crossed to France in late November, and moved into the trenches of the Western
Front for the first time on 26 November, just in time for the onset of the terrible winter of 1916-17.

The battalion had to wait until the emphasis of British and Dominion operations switched to the Ypres
Sector of Belgium in mid-1917 to take part in its first major battle; this was the battle of Messines,
launched on 7 June. The 35th's next major battle was around Passchendaele on 12 October. Heavy
rain, though, had deluged the battlefield, and thick mud tugged at the advancing troops and fouled
their weapons. The battle was a disaster for the 35th; 508 men crossed the start line but only 90
remained unwounded at the end.

For the next five months the 35th alternated between periods of rest, training, labouring, and service
in the line. When the German Army launched its last great offensive in the spring of 1918, the
battalion was part of the force deployed to defend the approaches to Amiens around Villers-
Bretonneux. It took part in a counter-attack at Hangard Wood on 30 March, and helped to defeat a
major drive on Villers- Bretonneux on 4 April. The desperate nature of the fighting at this time is
revealed by the fact that the 35th Battalion suffered nearly 70 per cent casualties during these
operations.

Later in 1918, the 35th also played a role in the Allies' own offensive. It took part in the battle of
Amiens on 8 August; fought several small battles during the rapid advance that followed; and at the
end of September provided reserves for the joint Australian-American operation that breached the
Hindenburg Line, thus sealing Germany's defeat. The 35th Battalion disbanded in March 1919.

e

AUSTRALIAN AR MEMORIAL E01042
15 October 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Passchendaele Area, Passchendaele: A fatigue party of
English soldiers attached to the 3rd Division burying the men killed in the abortive attempt, on 12 October
1917, to capture Passchendaele Ridge in the Ypres Sector. These fatigue parties gave valuable assistance as
stretcher bearers during the battle in which the troops of the 3rd Division suffered heavily.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMOI—{IZL \ PO7328.001
GEORGE SIMMONS #2661

1915: Australia: New South Wales, Maitland: Studio portrait of 2661 Private (Pte) George Simmons, 35th
Battalion, of Branxton, NSW. Formerly a fireman, Pte Simmons enlisted on 4 September 1916 and as a
member of the 5th Reinforcements, he embarked from Sydney, NSW, aboard HMAT Ascanius (A11) on 25
October 1916. He served on the Western Front and was killed in action at Passchendaele, Belgium, during the

third battle of Ypres on 12 October 1917, aged 32 years.
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B.R. Form No. 14.

Base Records Office,
Melbourne28th Feb. 1516, x39%.

Mre. N. Simcons,

28 Runter St.,

h

WEST MAITLAND N.S.V

.......................................

Dear Siaxxx Madam,

I regret to have to inform
you that no further official
news has yet been received of

No. 2661 Pte. G. Simmons,
...535th Battalion,. ...

reported missing on

I shall be glad if you will
return this letter to me with
a statement as to whether you
have obtained any news of the
gsoldier from any other source.

who was
.12th October,

If letters or post cards
from the soldier have reached
you SINCE THE DATE THAT HE WAS
POSTED MISSING, the last you
have received should be en-
closed; it will be returned to
you.

If you have received from
soldiers or others reports that
the soldier is dead or a pris-
oner of war, you should state
the names and addresses of the
people who informed you; if
they were soldiers you should
give their names, numbers, and
regiments; if they sent you
letters, the letters should be
. forwarded. Any 1letters you
~send will be returned to you
in due course. \
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MrS. L.H. Chambers, Uotober 16th, 1918:

#ith reference to your enquiry for Pies G,

 SDOMEZ. 35th Battalion. A.T.F. .We muoh TBgret to-infdin

JURTTHEL " Nd 18 n ¥ reported to have been EKilled
n Aotion on 12-10-17, having previously been reported "Missing"”
on that date. A o :

- In spite of our efforta to do so0 we have never bheen

aﬁo to obtain any information concerning his fate. It happens ,
unfortmataly in only too many cases of men eventually reported

Killed after e b'g.n:ggammnt that no definite news of their
_ . . Z0s

. fate is ever

_ It oan cnly be assumed that they foll unnoticed in the
turmoil and confusion of the moment and that their bodled were

buried either oy the eartih thrown up through subseguent shelling
or later by ‘the enemy. ‘ G

Regretting we are unsble to send you more satisfactory

‘newa and assuring Pte. Simmona’'wife of our sincere sympathy.

~ Yours faithfully,
 (uiss) Qf\ﬁ;.lulw

BICIOﬁl'io
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

Base Berords Office, /L\)?\’ \H"}t\“,\ﬂ 2l

Hlelbourne, f. s . 1921 To the Officer in Charge Base Records,
Victoria Barracks,
Melbourne.

(KINDLY SUBMIT YOUR REPLY HEREUNDER.)

(Place) @ e m-—

(Date) A%\ o \es\\:)

{
| regret very much that, notwithstanding the efforts % \W vt

of our Graves Services Unit, we have so far been unable

in any trace of the last resting place of m % MQ& \<\/W\'\
«& %&’@ A L\,

- o/’&éé/ /jé /2 AT

Q%% /’f/‘?( /&‘Z/k//

and, so that no possibld source of information shall bc
overlooked. | shall be much obliged if you will let me

have on loan any letters or communications that

contain any reference to the circumstances
surrounding his death, particularly the exact
locality at which it occurred, or where he was

5 last seen alive. Of course any information you
= ‘may have received as to his burial would be of the
greatest assistance. The reason these steps are being

taken is to identify, if at all possible, those bodies that

" ‘are being recovered but which have nothing on them
= to definitely establish identification, and thus obviate the
‘necessity of mterring them in the new Military Cemeteries
under the heading ‘‘ An Unknown Australian Soldier.”

Only those portions of any letters having a direct
bearing or reference to the above need be forwarded.
'ﬂ-y will be carefully preserved and returned with-

*ogéhs .

: It you lmre nothing that will help, would you

kindly let us know, so that we can advise the overseas

-

authorities.

Thanking you in anticipation,
\W.d O THan w\ ol
X" xw U’f\ Q-t,\‘.l \

\“.L \ 0 lﬂ\“&

Yours faithfully,




YOU LOVE THEM—
FIGHT FOR THEM!

JOIN THE A , F NOW

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ARTVO0846

ecruitment leaflet of a mother holding an infant in front of the Australian Flag. "You love them, fight for them!
Join the AIF Now! You love them - for their sake, do a man's job. “There are A.l.F. enlistment posts in your
suburb and at convenient points throughout the city. Go to one of them to-day and get in the fight for freedom.”



In Memory of
Private

George Simmons
2661, 35th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.LF. who died on 12 October 1917 Age 32

Son of John and Mary Ann Simmons; husband of Nellie Simmons, of Lower Lila Station, Bourke, New
South Wales. Native of West Maitland, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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