Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
SHERMAN, Edgar Robert
Service Number: 1942

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.

THE SPIRIT
LIVES
2014 - 2018

1914-1918

THE GREAT WAR




Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Edgar Robert Sherman, one of the 88
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from
World War I. It contains his details as recorded
in the World War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty
notification, correspondence relating to his death,
details of decorations won, any available photos,
and, in some instances, family correspondence
or recollections.

Edgar Robert Sherman died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




EDGAR ROBERT SHERMAN

Service Number: 1942

Rank: Private (Shoeing Smith)

Unit: 6th Australian Field Artillery Brigade
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 30 September 1917
Place of death: Belgium

Cause of death: Died of wounds

Place of association: Marulan, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: The Huts Cemetery,
Ypres, Flanders, Belgium

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Edgar Robert Sherman's ‘
name is located at panel 14 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial
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Troops on board HMAT Aeneas (A60) prior to departure, with well-wishers, including children, on the wharf
holding paper streamers connecting them to the men on the ship. Edgar Robert Sherman embarked on 20

December 1915 from Sydney aboard the HMAT Aeneas (A60).
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
Egypt: A shoeing smith of the Australian Light Horse at work shoeing horses on the desert.
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Mena, Egypt: Australian soldiers hot-shoeing their horses in the field. At a portable anvil (left), a blacksmith is
hammering into shape a red-hot horseshoe that he is holding with a pair of tongs in his other hand. The smith
has heated the horseshoe in a brazier filled with hot coals or charcoal which is directly beneath the anvil.
Scattered at his feet are many more horseshoes which he will heat and shape. (Photo: Australian War
Memorial).

_‘_-."esi}"" T AL Mr and Mrs F.
az ci»‘";\‘;!é. Vi) Sherman, of
g ’ e Betterly Park,
TR 7 Marulan,
TN formerly of
S B Braidwood,
have received
word their
second son,
driver Edgar
Sherman, died
of wounds on
September
3011917, aged
22 years. A
brother
signaller Percy
Sherman was
killed at
Gallipoli on
May 19, 1915,
aged 20 years.
He sailed on
October 18t
1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Ypres Area, Ypres: The 4th Australian Divisional 1914.
Artillery on the Boeschepe road, near Abeele, returning to the rest area from the Ypres
sector. Identified, members of the 111th Howitzer Battery, right to left are: Driver Meghean
(standing); unidentified (on horse); unidentified (right, sitting in wagon), Driver Perkins (left,
sitting in wagon); Gunner Miller (behind Perkins); Driver Valentine (on horse); Corporal the Front, by
Jossy (on Valentine's left); Shoeing Smith Hanson (on Valentine's right). Also known to be Roslyn
in the photograph are: J Roberts; B Dawson and A James Maddrelll
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before Attestation.

: ‘?o' Ao ber 7 Flersens
2. In Yhe Parish of ,....... y

ARS8 Your NameY .. csims as ov 5o oa wisisaiae

2. In or near what Parish or Town were you born? .. .. ¢ near the Town of
[\ in the County of . TR <

3. Are yon a natural born British Subjeet or a

Naturalized British Subject! (NB—If the | & RN R (‘*w ............

tter, papers to W) e e v TR D !
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b. Whatigyourtradeoru]ling'._ i e RS A s S BRSSPl 5 7 \A‘r&’.l:.a ...........
6. Are you, or have you been, an Apprentice? If so, } 6 % 20

where, to whom, and for what period? .. .. ..
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8. Who is your next of kin? (Address to be stated) .

9. Have you ever been convicted by the Civil Power? ..

Majesty’s Forees, with Ignominy, or as Ineor-
rigible and Worthless, or on account of Convie-
tion of Felony, or of a Sentence of Penal Servi
tude, or have you been dmnmod with Dmgraee
from the Navy? . .

11. Do you now belong to, or have you ever served in, His

10. Have you ever been discharged from any part of His 1
quaty s Army, the Marines, the Militia, the i

ilitia Reserve, the Territorial Foree, Royal Navy, { 11. ......... ........ T,
or Colonial Forces? If so, state which, and if not
now serving, state cause of discharge .
12. Have you atated the whole, if any, of yonr prevmu 12 = 7
Sarant . .. e P TRRBRDS /1)1 - ... = SRR o1 N % e
13. Have you ever been reJected a8 unﬂt for His Muesty s S O
Siavice? 1080, on 'what grounds? . i } .................................................
14. Do you understand that no Separation Allowance will
be igsued in respect of your service beyond an } T s FA st
amount which together with Pay would reach
aight shillings Per day. ... .. cvieneeiiivocsrarosrevoenons J
15. Are you prepared to undergo moeulatxon a.g,almt. smallpox } 15. \_?u ________________________
e e o et g A SRR R T e i

2 ' E 2 v M&/\/ M do solemnly declare that the above answers made

by me to the abdde questions are true, and 1 am willing and hereby voluntarily agree to serve in the Military
Forees of the Commonwealth of Australia within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.

#This clause to be amended where necessary and should be struck out in the cass of unmarried men or widowers without children under 18 years of age.
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I have examined the above details and find them correct in every respect.
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In Memory of
Shoeing Smith

Edgar Robert Sherman

1942, 6th A.F.A. Bde., Australian Field Artillery who died on 30 September 1917

Remembered with Honour
The Huts Cemetery
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Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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1915: Maadi, Egypt: An unidentified Australian Soldier with the small Syrian donkey (and two cheeky
monkeys) which was the mascot of the 6" Australian Light Horse Regiment.
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.
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