Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
SElDEL, Alfred George
Service Number: 1276A

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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THE GREAT WAR




Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Alfred George Seidel, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Alfred George Seidel died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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ALFRED GEORGE SEIDEL -

Service Number: 1276A
& Rank: Private
Unit: 19th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 20 September 1917
Place of death: Belgium
Place of association: Braidwood, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Menin Gate Memorial,
Ypres, Flanders, Belgium

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Alfred George Seidel's namga
located at panel 89 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian |
War Memorial




19" Australian Infantry Battalion

The 19th Battalion was raised at Liverpool in
New South Wales in March 1915 as part of the
5th Brigade. Some of the 19th’s original
recruits had already served with the Australian
Naval and Military Expeditionary Force
(AN&MEF) in the operations to capture
German New Guinea in 1914. The 19th left
Australia in late June, trained in Egypt from late
July until mid-August, and on 21 August landed
at Anzac Cove.

At Gallipoli the Battalion participated in the last
action of the August Offensive - the attack on
Hill 60 - before settling into defensive routine in
the trenches. From mid-September, until its
withdrawal from the peninsula on the night of
19 December, the 19th Battalion was
responsible for the defence of Pope’s Hill.

After further training in Egypt, the 19th
Battalion proceeded to France. It took part in
its first major offensive around Pozieres
between late July and the end of August 1916.
After a spell in a quieter sector of the front in
Belgium, the 2nd Division, which included the
5th Brigade, came south again in October. The
19th Battalion attacked near Flers between 14
and 16 November, in conditions that Charles
Bean described as the worst ever encountered
by the AlF.

In 1917, the 19th was involved in the follow-up
of German forces after their retreat to the
Hindenburg Line, and was one of four
battalions to defeat a counter-stroke by a
German force, almost five times as strong, at
Lagincourt. The Battalion took part in three
major battles before the year was out, second
Bullecourt (3-4 May) in France, and Menin
Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-
10 October) in Belgium.

The spring of 1918 brought a major German
offensive that the 19th Battalion helped to stop.
For his actions during the fighting around
Hangard Wood on 7 April, Lieutenant Percy
Storkey was awarded the Victoria Cross. With
this last desperate offensive defeated, the 19th
participated in the battles that pushed the
German Army ever closer to defeat: Amiens on
8 August, the legendary attack on Mont St
Quentin on 31 August, and the forcing of the
Beaurevoir Line around Montbrehain on 3
October. Montbrehain was the battalion’s last
battle. The casualties of 1918, combined with
long-term leave for 1914 enlistees, and
dwindling new enlistments had sapped the
strength of the AIF. On 10 October 1918 the

19th Battalion was disbanded to reinforce other
battalions in the brigade.

-~ OUR SOLDIERS.

Mr. Mark MeGrath, J.P.. ol Me-
ros on Shburday reecived a wire
from the Dofence Department an-
nouncing that his son, Private E.
MiGirath, had been  wounded  in
France.

Mr. Scidel. of Mongarlowe, has
besn advisad by the Défence De-
pariment  that his son, Private
Albrt Soidel., had been danger-
otisiy wounded by a gunshot in
the leg.

1916: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the

wounding of Alfred George Seidel.

Mr. E. Seidel, an old resident of
Mongarlowe, where he had lived
for over 50 years, passed away
on Tuesday morning. He was 50
years of age. For many years
the deceased was engaged in min-
ing pursuits, and had witnessed
many ups and downs on this old
goldfield . Two of his sons, Pri-
vates George and Heury Seidel,
made the supreme sacrifice in
France, while another son, Pri-
vate Albert Seidel, returned inva-
lided a short time back alter
having cben severely wounded.
He reared o family of ten— five
sons and five daughters. The laie
Mr. Seidel could, therelore, laivly
claim to have done his duby to
his adopted country. He was a
hard-working, industrious citizen,
and was generally respected. The
funeral took place yesterday in
Braidwood, and was well atten-
ded.

1918: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the
passing of Alfred George Seidel’s Father.




“We took the Hill.
come and help us
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ARTVOT121

Australian recruiting poster depicting a wounded soldier standing triumphantly on a battlefield. In the
background are battleships, plumes of smoke indicating their involvement in the battle. The 'Hill' in the title may
refer to the battle of Hill 60, August 1915. The fighting for Hill 60 (a low rise in the foothills on the north-western
end of ANZAC) together with supporting offensive against the W Hills represented the last major Allied
offensive operation on the Peninsula. Conceived as an attempt to consolidate the narrow strip of foreshore
connecting British forces at Suvia and established positions at ANZAC. The first unsuccessful attempt to seize
Hill 60 on 21 August was hastily planned and poorly arranged; a further attack on 27 August was the prelude
for 3 days of intense fighting during which objectives were taken, lost and retaken. British, New Zealand and
Australian units (18th Battalion, 9th and 10th Light Horse and composite group from Monash's 4th Brigade)
failed to secure the crest, and the costly attacks were called off on 29 August as a tenuous junction had been
attained with the Suvla forces. The battle of Hill 60 is often overlooked and rarely examined in detail. It was not
a victory that yielded seven Victoria Crosses like Lone Pine, nor has it been accorded the noble tragedy status
of the loss of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade at the Nek. It was, however, some of the most fought over real
estate on the ANZAC-Suvla front and was the last offensive action of the campaign.

This poster is one of a number of recruiting posters designed by Weston, who, with Blamire Young, had
vitalised poster art throughout Australia particularly with their Art Nouveau designs between 1896-1914.
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= ~JSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

lttutltlon Papor of Persong_Enlisted for Service Abroad.
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,0%/ Joined on Bt r/s

Qnemomtobcputto

1. What is your name? & .. 4 .. ...

2 In ur newr what 1 were

3. Are vou a natural born British Subject or a :.\ln-u")"
alized British Subject? (NB.—If the latter, { 3.

papers 0 be shown.) .. .. .. .. "oy
EOANRRTIR-YORE BBE? oo 5 o9 s ae oo oo baisaien: @
5. What is your trade ob calling? .. .. ., .. .. ..

6. Are vou, or hasve von !m,nnapprcntice? If 0,) &
where, to whom, and for what period,-.. ., .. §

RO PO RO PN T T e oY ey va

8. Who is sour pest of king  (Address to be stared)

....................

9. Hawe you ever been convicted by the Civil Power?

10, Have you ever been discharged from any part of
His Majesty's Forces, with Ignominy, or as lo-
carrigible and Waorthless, or on scoount of Con- 104
viction of Felony, or of 4 Sentence of Penal Ser. ;
vitude, or have you been dismissed with Dis-
grace from the Nln ? "

11, Do you now belong to, ar have you ever served in
His Majesty's Army, the Marvines, the Militia,
The Militia Reserve, the Territorial Force, Roval
Navy, or Colpninl Forees? If so, stute which,
and if not now serving, state vause of discharge

12, Have you stated the whole, if my.o(yauprnbm} 12,

........................................

15, Have you ever been rejected a8 umfit for His)
leeny'm Service? I so, on what grounds® .. )

14, Do yon understand thar ou Separation Allmm:t) f
will e ismied in respecy of your service Leyond [ 14
an wmeunt which, together with Pay, would reach \
cight shillings per duy? .. ., ..

o unde poculation agxinst) "

njeric fl'\ . .

.............................

15 Are voo  prepusys

. o emnly declare that the abave snswers made
Vo quuumu e mx‘ and 1 am Mlllmz and hereby voluntarily agree o serve in the Military
Farees of the Lommanwealth of Austéalla within or bevond the: limits of the Commonwealth,

ime to time during

the support of my wife three fifths

wife and children - 7 v
Ditesee?Z /. el he........... ....Q.‘..yﬂ?fur{.&; ............. .

Signature of person enlisted.

*Thas clatne 1o be smendod whore mecessary snd should be struck var in the cme of unmarried men oc widowers without children undes 18 yeurs of age
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
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Duplicate
Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force

(OFVIOIAL STAMYE} |

To the Recruiting Officer '

!
at h M % Gt Y |

: -&%.& _5/1’/& f{to/&
hereby offey/ myself for B mtment the Australian Imperial Force for Active Service

Abroad, and undertake to enlist in the manner preseribed, if I am accepted by the
Military Authorities, within one month from date hereof.

POSTAL ADDRESS Sig'whtrci_w 'LS_L___éﬂ_L(L’L }?.M M(

e é)we Oceupation (/ﬂ o AL sl

aia [oracli—oodl v 20 % Ul (G 10

(For ldantifioation purposea the abovo space should be filled in parsonally by the Ap plicant,)

CONSENT OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS (For Persons under 21 years of Age)
I HERESBY CERTIFY that I approve of the above application, and consent to the

enlistment of my :‘32?(1' for Active Service Abroad.

Statament regardiog Death or Abseace of Father's Signature_ e
sithor or both Parvents. 3
Mother's Signature

or
Guardian's Signature

PERSONAL PARTICULARS

S 8 PRROMI ol RN S | Chest Measurement (fally
Age— 23 yrs. .mos. | Heigh O ft. € ins g

Massied. Widewer:  Single. 7 4 ____inches

PRELIMINARY MEDICAL EXAMINATION

Decision of Medical Authority m‘?gfgﬁemg S

Place Olg V#Q/m/ i s
Dbt 29. / g/ 76

! (,oncur

Place _ﬂa&‘:“_i—l&hw > Y15
Date PITNICY Qi 7 ‘ (1

__*___\.Lx Signature of M.O. at Central Reeruiting I,)qm-l
CERTIFICATE OF RECRUITING OFFICER

t;‘»s applicant for enlistment

d?-- ot

“of Medical 4 ul)wruu

1 cerTIFY that I have this day provisionally Rq“
in the Australian Imperial Force.

Signatur STt S 2 2

Pla e : Rccruumg Officer

‘W /6(6 . [oVER
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In Memory of
Private

Alfred George Seidel

1276, 19th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.1.F. who died on 20 September 1917

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Allies Day, 5t April 1910, Wallace Street Braidwood.

Braidwood people started a Circle Fund that was augmented to help the Belgian people during their fight
against the Hun, the German forces invading Belgium in 1914-15. Braidwood raised money in auctions of
livestock, Balls etc. The fund raising contributed eighteen hundred pounds to War Funds. On Allies Day a
Queen competition was held, finishing with a sports day held at the recreation gound, and in the evening a
Ball at the Braidwood Literary Institute, where the Queen was crowned, the winner being Miss Helen
Hassall, Mrs L. Chapman and Miss M. Madigan runners up, a wonderful fund raising event, seven
hundred pounds in total. (Photo and details from Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Roslyn Maddrell.)
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Everybody responded enthusiastically to the idea of capturing the information about Braidwood’s
88 World War | veterans who lost their lives. The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch is most grateful for
the support they received in carrying out this task and would like to acknowledge those of whom
we are aware: Karen, Chris and Renee Nelson, Roslyn Maddrell, Karen Shea, Jill Clarke, Rod
McClure, Ben and Meaghan Frohling, Diane McGrath, Us On Mondays Quilting Group, Len
Mutton & Co and local shopkeepers for their World War | window displays.

Thank you to the students and teachers of Braidwood Central School and St. Bedes School who
have embraced these soldiers and have honoured their memories on Anzac Day 2015.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch raised a good proportion of the funds for the cost of producing
these booklets. The efforts of the members of the sub branch involved are very much
appreciated. This money was augmented by welcome funding from the Federal Government
through the ANZAC Centenary Local Grants Program and the Braidwood Community Bank.

To all those who helped in any way, many thanks. Your efforts have ensured we remember
these Braidwood and District Veterans well.

Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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