Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
O’BRIEN, Thomas Danie|
Service Number: 4555A

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Thomas Daniel O’Brien, one of the 88
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from
World War I. It contains his details as recorded
in the World War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty
notification, correspondence relating to his death,
details of decorations won, any available photos,
and, in some instances, family correspondence
or recollections.

Thomas Daniel O’Brien died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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THOMAS DANIEL O’BRIEN :

Service Number: 4555A

Rank: Private

Unit: 1st Australian Pioneer Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 25 July 1916

Place of death: France

Age at death: 26

Place of association: Braidwood, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, -
Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Thomas Daniel O'Brien's ‘
name is located at panel 172 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




Bombardment of Pozieres, July 1916 by Frank, Crozier

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1918 France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume
Area, Pozieres Area, Pozieres: Depicts soldiers
standing in the right foreground, watching the
artillery bombardment of Pozieres, France. The
war damaged landscape contains barbed wire,
shell holes and debris while shell bursts and
explosions can be seen on the horizon. Of this
work the original accompanying text noted; The
village of Pozieres held up the left flank of the
Anglo-French offensive in the first battle of the
Somme in July 1916. After being attacked
several times without success it became a major
objective. The subsequent fighting, in which the
1st and 2nd Divisions were involved, was notable
for massive artillery bombardments from both
sides, the ferocity of which had never before
been experienced by Australians. On no part of
the front in France were German bombardments
more severe than at Pozieres. The village quickly
disappeared into rubble; the surrounding ground
was churned and tortured until it resembled a
choppy sea; men, weapons, equipment and
defence positions were literally buried; approach
routes were lined with dead'. Frank Crozier
(1883-1948) worked as a decorator and clerk
and attended the National Gallery of Victoria
School in Melbourne from 1905 to 1907. In
March 1915 he enlisted with the 22nd Battalion
AlF, serving in Egypt and at Gallipoli. In France
he served under Brigadier- General Gellibrand

ART00240

who asked Crozier to make sketches of the
Battle of Pozieres. He was trained in camouflage
work in London in 1918 and in September the
same year was appointed Official War Artist.
Following the First World War he worked for the
Australian War Records Section in London. He
returned to Australia in 1919 and his commission
was terminated in 1920. In 1936 he was
appointed to the Australian War Memorial for 6
months and during the Second World War he
worked in a munitions factory at Maribyrnong in
Victoria.

Recruiting August 1915

Messrs. A. Ritchie, R. Sharpe, S. Lupton, G. Callan
(Ballalaba), G. A. Batty, M. Kain, E. Rogers, a
gathering of friends at H. J. Stephens of Manar to
farewell Len Taylor, Allan Stephens and Robert
Bopping, Messrs. T. O’Brien jun., R.A. Crandell, T.
Keyte, Gordon Fisher and A. Watt jun.

The districts all had farewell get togethers for the
departing recruits and a small gift with local
dignitaries there to do the honours and the local
band playing as the bus left for Goulburn with the
new recruits off to fight, in countries far different to
the country they represent and learned to be proud
of being an “Aussie”, and the respect other
countries have of them as soldiers.

From The Braidwood Dispatch and published in
Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Rosslyn
Maddrell.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL LGO’I S34E
1 August 1916: Bombardment of Pozieres by German artlllery

Parnculars Reqmred for the MM of Australxa the Memorial War Museum.

1. Name (in full) of Fallen Soldier...— .- = e ﬁ%’“’ﬂ&
2. Unit and Nuaber (if known)o. . .. /M W "6 [/ 55a ﬁ“‘”‘ff-’ﬁ
3 With what Town or District in Alhtpdt:l wag he chiefly oonnec! umlerulncln liis name ought to come on the Memorial)—
Town (if n1:5) e A Distrigt..... L LELALEL Smte._m. 2
4. What was Lis Birthplace k :
- 5. Date of Death L 23 K’M / 7/ é l:'b;\_\
6. Place whore Killed or Wounded ks Gz
Particulars zmre for the Nation’s Histories. /f N

L. What wiy his Cielling e iy
2. Age at time of Death
3. What was his School /W"T"'d W“’"’" Cot /’ZM
4. What was his other Training
5. If bora in Britain or Abroad, at what age did he come to Australia. === et v

5

6. Hud he ever served in any Military or Nasul Foree before Enlisting in the AI.LF. (Please state particulars) ....... /fez_._.-

7. Any other biographical details likely to be of interest to the Historian of the ALF, or of his Regiment—

B

8. Was he connected with any other Member of the ATLF. who died or who distinguished himself. (Please state
Relationship)—

9: Name and Anldress of the Parent or other person giving “W:

Belahonllu to Soldjer. M
’ W owf W /A ‘0
o 1,
10. Names nnd Addm of any F other mugs to whom %nme could be mn/)ﬂ the %ﬁomm for further m!’urmntlon—-
Name..

Addeow. 2o A e A W oo, slogr iR AL,

NOTE.—This Felder is Addressed to the Officer in Charge, Base Records, Victoria Barracks, Mbolm Mease fold in foor, and stick dewn
pm o gummed flap so that the addressed portlon Is ontside.  The information is cequired argently.









Army Form B. 20804,
FIELD SERVICE, (]M

REPORT of Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Offies with tho least possiblo
delay after reosipt of notification of death oo Army Form B, 218 or Army Form A 86 or from
other official documentary souress,

RBGIMENT} Ity Avstralien DivisionsSquadron, }

Mo i
('();fPS fm"n Z; T e et * ’_Troop, Battery ’
“nn, JALIallon, ) A

Rogtl. No._ %5658 g Frivate
N ! BET )
. P O )} L 2homsn. Daniel. — ————a

e g LA
Date.__28th, July 1818, -

Died{ Place FRANCES
‘ Cuube'of Doath® ___ LILLED 18 AGTION.

Noture and Date of Report_ Army_ Foxm 8213, 2S8th, July 3938,

By whom made._Conmamding Officsr lat., Austrelian DAviosonad
ioneap Satyalion.

* Specinly wiate I Biled o action, or z:ho: lrurs woands mJn[n aalines, of deops anes dan 08 004 Opeimbions o Lo fabigue, privation se
axpovure wiile om miMAry dasy, oo foa injary vl ey siliesy Jusy.

Place dot yabt o handl.. . s, X
Burial { Dats - e

By whom roported —

¢ (@) in Pay Book {Army Book 64). B9 yet %o haend.

State whether he feaves |
not

= il or (b) in Buall Book (if at Base)_ =

| (¢) a8 s separate document - _

Al private documents and effects reosived from the frout or bospitul, as well as the Pay
Book, should Y exsmined, and ifany will ix found it should be at onee Jorvwarded to the War (')ﬂioe,

Any nfornation received aa to verbal expressions by o decessed soldier of his wishes ay to
the disposal of ks estate should be reported to the War Offics as scon ws possible,

A duplicate of thia Report is to bo meat to the Fixed Centre Paymastor at Home,
or to the DA .G, Indisn Epeditionary Focee, or Field Disbursing Officer a5 the caso mny nxjuire,
together with the deceased’s Pay Book (after withdeawal of any will from the latter). 1¥ the
decensed’s Small Book 1 at the Base, it should be forwarded to the War Ofiee wich this Report,

”

<

Signature of Officer in charge AR s
of Section Adjul.ant-@cmm?s > "~ = — — Captain,
Oiice at the Baso ’ _ j.f/ offioer 1/s. Rovordu.
{
Station'and Dato._ HOUEN, FHANCE. 27.9.1914, 3
ANZAG I:‘:.‘G'I'S:.":-;N;’-rd. £0 _el._cm, Batbetts  dolussrs 5

Wi 1001 400000 1913 e




28 | No. 4555A
'.';,:',f ~ TPrivate Thomas Dualel O'Brien,

e L _. R 18t Pioneer (late 2nd) Batcalion,
o Auatralian Imperial Jorce.

xxxxx was killed in action
1 S Y o

 xmx in Frams 25th July 16

Oubl. No. CuI. B.Ls
259. rtu ﬂa Oomnam AJ.F, &quu:l. dated Lundon,

9%)1 Awt 19!6. contm by Mail from the Commandant AJ.F.
wwn ut.od Mou. 16th Adguet 1516, and Army m- n |
22nd :.awy 17 ' '







WSED Y TVl SOVDNWAIGNS OF Tl COMMOUNWERL TN OF ausiTmaL s - L e ATD ety

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ARTVO0079

Australian First World War recruitment poster. This poster was part of the First World War Australian
Government Recruiting Kit. Depicts a group of armed German soldiers threatening a young man pinned
against a corrugated iron water tank. The other victims in this scene include an elderly man in the foreground,
who has been shot, an elderly woman on her knees pleading with their captors, and a young woman in a state
of half-undress who is being restrained by two German soldiers in the background. Recruitment posters were
prolific in Australia throughout the First World War. Australia relied solely on voluntary recruits to serve in the
AIF. Compulsory military service, or conscription, for eligible men was in force in Australia from 1911, however,
these forces were for home defence and could not be used to serve in a war overseas. Norman Lindsay
(1879-1970) was a painter, draughtsman, illustrator, cartoonist, printmaker, writer and sculptor. He joined the
Sydney 'Bulletin' magazine as a staff artist, 1901-09, 1910-23 and 1932-58. During the First World War he
produced jingoistic cartoons and pro-conscription posters. The fourth of the series of six posters by Lindsay
constituting the last nation-wide Australian recruiting campaign. This poster in particular illustrates how
desperate the recruiting authorities were - the suggestion that Australia herself was threatened by an invading



German army was ludicrous.







In Memory of
Private

Thomas Daniel O'Brien

4555A, 1st Pioneers., Australian Infantry, A_LLF. who died on 25 July 1916 Age 26
Son of Mary Ann O'Brien, of The Commercial Hotel, Braidwood, New South Wales, and the late Thomas
O'Brien.

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




7 The oecal Hotel, Wallace Street, Braidwood (Photo: National Library of Austalia). ~
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front”’ by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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