
Commemoration for the Lives of the 
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”

 

ROLL OF HONOUR: 

Meade, Arthur Stuart 

Service Number: 1501 

Rank: Sergeant 

 

 
	
  

	
  

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District 
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War I. 

88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.  

ROLL OF HONOUR
O’BRIEN, Thomas Daniel
Service Number: 4555A

Rank: Private



 

Introduction 
This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start 
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s 
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most 
terrible conflict ever seen to that time.  Australians 
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers.  Their 
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from 
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was 
an integral part, to the desire to have a great 
adventure. 
 
Braidwood and district were no exception. Over 
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a 
population of about 5000, 465 men and women 
from what is now the 2622 postcode area – 
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen, 
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and 
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of 
these 377 returned to Australia.  Sadly, 88 lost 
their lives.    

A varying amount of their history is recorded in 
the Australian War Memorial.  Some of their 
names, but not all, are recorded on local 
memorials.  More is recorded in limited local 
histories and newspapers, not readily available to 
the general public; and the people who lived with 
and knew these distant relatives are also passing 
on.   

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all 
the information available from the Australian War 
Memorial and local sources, including the 
Braidwood Museum.   Families, still resident in 
the district, have added their family knowledge 
and their precious memorabilia.    

This booklet is the available story of  
Thomas Daniel O’Brien, one of the 88 
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from 
World War I.  It contains his details as recorded 
in the World War I Roll of Honour, his Enlistment 
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty 
notification, correspondence relating to his death, 
details of decorations won, any available photos, 
and, in some instances, family correspondence 
or recollections.  
 
Thomas Daniel O’Brien died for his country, for 
you and for me.  Please pause a moment to 
remember him.   
 
Lest We Forget. 

 
WORLD WAR I 
 
World War I lasted four years, from 4 August 
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the 
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne. 
The axis powers were Germany and Austria. 
Russia and France were the initial allies. When 
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the 
war on the side of Russia and France.  

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in 
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was 
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another 
front because of colonial possessions on that 
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1 
November 1914, the Middle East became 
another theatre of war. 

Australians generally thought of themselves as 
an integral part of the British Empire and the 
Australian Army and Navy were part of the 
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime 
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised 
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and 
the last shilling.’ The Australian population was 
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served 
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were 
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397 
died while captive).  

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in 
1915. The ANZACS – Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps – were engaged in battle on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the 
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe 
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.   
 
The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December 
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the 
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of 
19,000.  Despite the defeat, the legend attached to 
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the 
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and 
national identity.  

                                 

   

 
 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
 
 

THOMAS DANIEL O’BRIEN 
 

Service Number: 4555A 
Rank: Private 
Unit: 1st Australian Pioneer Battalion 
Service: Australian Army 
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918 
Date of death: 25 July 1916 
Place of death: France 
Age at death: 26 
Place of association: Braidwood, Australia 
Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France 
Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army 

 
Location on the Roll of Honour: Thomas Daniel O'Brien's 
name is located at panel 172 in the Commemorative Area 
at the Australian War Memorial 
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Bombardment of Pozieres, July 1916 by Frank, Crozier 

1918 France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume 
Area, Pozieres Area, Pozieres: Depicts soldiers 
standing in the right foreground, watching the 
artillery bombardment of Pozieres, France. The 
war damaged landscape contains barbed wire, 
shell holes and debris while shell bursts and 
explosions can be seen on the horizon. Of this 
work the original accompanying text noted; 'The 
village of Pozieres held up the left flank of the 
Anglo-French offensive in the first battle of the 
Somme in July 1916. After being attacked 
several times without success it became a major 
objective. The subsequent fighting, in which the 
1st and 2nd Divisions were involved, was notable 
for massive artillery bombardments from both 
sides, the ferocity of which had never before 
been experienced by Australians. On no part of 
the front in France were German bombardments 
more severe than at Pozieres. The village quickly 
disappeared into rubble; the surrounding ground 
was churned and tortured until it resembled a 
choppy sea; men, weapons, equipment and 
defence positions were literally buried; approach 
routes were lined with dead'. Frank Crozier 
(1883-1948) worked as a decorator and clerk 
and attended the National Gallery of Victoria 
School in Melbourne from 1905 to 1907. In 
March 1915 he enlisted with the 22nd Battalion 
AIF, serving in Egypt and at Gallipoli. In France 
he served under Brigadier- General Gellibrand 

who asked Crozier to make sketches of the 
Battle of Pozieres. He was trained in camouflage 
work in London in 1918 and in September the 
same year was appointed Official War Artist. 
Following the First World War he worked for the 
Australian War Records Section in London. He 
returned to Australia in 1919 and his commission 
was terminated in 1920. In 1936 he was 
appointed to the Australian War Memorial for 6 
months and during the Second World War he 
worked in a munitions factory at Maribyrnong in 
Victoria. 

Recruiting August 1915 

Messrs. A. Ritchie, R. Sharpe, S. Lupton, G. Callan 
(Ballalaba), G. A. Batty, M. Kain, E. Rogers, a 
gathering of friends at H. J. Stephens of Manar to 
farewell Len Taylor, Allan Stephens and Robert 
Bopping, Messrs. T. O’Brien jun., R.A. Crandell, T. 
Keyte, Gordon Fisher and A. Watt jun. 

The districts all had farewell get togethers for the 
departing recruits and a small gift with local 
dignitaries there to do the honours and the local 
band playing as the bus left for Goulburn with the 
new recruits off to fight, in countries far different to 
the country they represent and learned to be proud 
of being an “Aussie”, and the respect other 
countries have of them as soldiers.  

From The Braidwood Dispatch and published in 
Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Rosslyn 
Maddrell. 

 
1 August 1916: Bombardment of Pozieres by German artillery. 
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Australian First World War recruitment poster. This poster was part of the First World War Australian 
Government Recruiting Kit. Depicts a group of armed German soldiers threatening a young man pinned 
against a corrugated iron water tank. The other victims in this scene include an elderly man in the foreground, 
who has been shot, an elderly woman on her knees pleading with their captors, and a young woman in a state 
of half-undress who is being restrained by two German soldiers in the background. Recruitment posters were 
prolific in Australia throughout the First World War. Australia relied solely on voluntary recruits to serve in the 
AIF. Compulsory military service, or conscription, for eligible men was in force in Australia from 1911, however, 
these forces were for home defence and could not be used to serve in a war overseas. Norman Lindsay 
(1879-1970) was a painter, draughtsman, illustrator, cartoonist, printmaker, writer and sculptor. He joined the 
Sydney 'Bulletin' magazine as a staff artist, 1901-09, 1910-23 and 1932-58. During the First World War he 
produced jingoistic cartoons and pro-conscription posters. The fourth of the series of six posters by Lindsay 
constituting the last nation-wide Australian recruiting campaign. This poster in particular illustrates how 
desperate the recruiting authorities were - the suggestion that Australia herself was threatened by an invading 
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German army was ludicrous.
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The Commercial Hotel, Wallace Street, Braidwood (Photo: National Library of Australia). 
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.  
“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings 
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the 
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could 
adequately describe the excitement that followed.”  “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn 
Maddrell. 
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ROLL OF HONOUR
Alley, Clair Underwood 
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George
Barry, Charles Louis
Beatty, Walter Cusack
Bell, John Henry Edward
Black, George Scott
Bruce, Thomas Fraser
Byrne, Cecil John
Callan, William Henry
Catlin, Robert Henry
Clarke, Lester Thomas
Cook, Thomas John
Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas
Davis, John Henry
Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol
Dayball, Arthur Joseph
Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henry James
Geelan, Robert Michael
Gosling, Fred
Gough, James
Green, Francis Henry
Healy, Myrtle James
Howard, John Alexander
Huggett, William
Hunt, Frederick William
Hunt, John
Hush, Percy Alfred
Hush, Thomas
Hush, Austin Septimus 
Innes, Henry George
Kelly, Herbert Albert
Kemp, Leslie Smith
Keyte, Robert

Knight, Charles Oliver
Lee, Thomas James
Lennon, James
Lupton, Spencer
Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis
McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald
McRae, Finley Arnold
Meade, Arthur Stuart
Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley
Moore, William
Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
O’Brien, Thomas Daniel
O’Reilly, John
Pooley, Edward
Rex, Horace Joseph
Riley, Frank
Roberts, Frederick Bede
Robinson, William James
Rodgers, Albert
Seidel, Alfred George
Seidel, Henry Edward
Sharpe, George Lyle
Sharpe, Reginald
Sherman, Edgar Robert
Sherman, Percy Frederick
Simmons, George
Smith (Greenwood), George
Spicer, William Henry
Steele, Alexander Norman
Stein, Daniel Godfrey
Stewart, David Walter
Styles, Reginald Lucian
Torpy, Patrick Edward
Torpy, Thomas Patrick
Walker, William Albert
Watt, James
Watt, Oscar Harold McClure
White, Alister
Whitelaw, Thomas Philip
Wilson, Samuel Charles

Lest We Forget


