Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
MERTON, Thomas David
Service Number: 5136

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Thomas David Merton, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Thomas David Merton died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




THOMAS DAVID MERTON

Service Number: 5136

Rank: Private

Unit: 33rd Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 17 October 1917
Place of death: Belgium

Cause of death: Died of wounds

Age at death: 19

Place of association: Newtown, Australia -

Cemetery or memorial details: Nine EIms British Cemetery,
Poperinghe, Flanders, Belgium

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Thomas David Merton's
name is located at panel 122 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




33rd Australian Infantry Battalion

The 33rd Battalion was formed in January
1916 at a camp established at the Armidale
showground in New South Wales. The bulk of
the battalion's recruits were drawn from the
New England region and thus it was dubbed
"New England's Own". The Battalion's first, and
only, commanding officer was Lieutenant
Colonel Leslie Morshead, who would become
famous as the commander of the 9th
Australian Division during the Second World
War.

The 33rd Battalion became part of the 9th
Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division. It left
Sydney, bound for the United Kingdom in May
1916. Arriving there in early July, the battalion
spent the next four months training. It crossed
to France in late November, and moved into
the trenches of the Western Front for the first
time on 27 November, just in time for the onset
of the terrible winter of 1916-17.

The Battalion had to wait until the emphasis of
British and Dominion operations switched to
the Ypres Sector of Belgium in mid-1917 to
take part in its first major battle; this was the
battle of Messines, launched on 7 June. The
battalion held the ground captured during the
battle for several days afterwards and was
subjected to intense artillery bombardment.
One soldier wrote that holding the line at
Messines was far worse than taking it. The
battalion's next major battle was around
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Passchendaele on 12 October. The battlefield,
though, had been deluged with rain, and thick
mud tugged at the advancing troops and fouled
their weapons. The battle ended in a
disastrous defeat.

For the next five months the 33rd alternated
between periods of rest, training, labouring,
and service in the line. When the German
Army launched its last great offensive in the
spring of 1918, the Battalion was part of the
force deployed to defend the approaches to
Amiens around Villers-Bretonneux. It took part
in a counter-attack at Hangard Wood on 30
March, and helped to defeat a major drive on
Villers-Bretonneux on 4 April.

Later in 1918, the 33rd also played a role in the
Allies' own offensive. It fought at the battle of
Amiens on 8 August, during the rapid advance
that followed, and in the operation that
breached the Hindenburg Line at the end of
September, thus sealing Germany's defeat.
The 33rd Battalion disbanded in May 1919.

Private T. Merton, son of Arthur Merton, a former
resident of Majors Creek, and a nephew of John
Stuart, was killed in France. The soldier had
recently won a Distinguished Service Medal for
bravery.

Letters from the Front by Roslyn Maddrell
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

9 October 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Passchendaele Area, Passchendaele: A 4.5
inch Q.F. Howitzer gun bogged and abandoned on Westhoek Ridge during the attack at
Passchendaele, in the Ypres sector. The building on the left was used as a Regimental Aid Post by

the 5th Australian Infantry Brigade during the battle.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ARTVODS5395

Depicts an Australian First World War recruitment poster with an image of a wounded soldier sounding his
bugle for assistance as he leans over the bodies of wounded soldiers in a trench. In the background, coming
over the horizon, are German soldiers. Norman Lindsay (1879-1970) was a painter, draughtsman, illustrator,
cartoonist, printmaker, writer and sculptor. He joined the Sydney 'Bulletin' magazine as a staff artist, 1901-09,
1910-23 and 1932-58. During the First World War he produced jingoistic cartoons and pro-conscription
posters. 'The last call' and 'Fall in', the last of the series of six Lindsay posters commissioned by Australian
recruiting authorities in 1918, had not been used when the Armistice was signed. The former was drawn from
photographs of the brother of Lindsay's cook and housemaid at his home at Springwood, NSW.



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL E00933
14 October 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Passchendaele Area, Passchendaele: Members of the
40th Battalion taking the opportunity to 'clean up’, after coming out of the trenches west of Passchendaele, in
the Ypres Sector. This camp was between Dragoon and Hussar Farms, near Ypres, and was occupied by
troops in a brief respite from the fighting. Note the tents in the background.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL EO1163

6 November 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Passchendaele Area, Broodseinde: The Cemetery near the
cutting on the Ypres Roulers railway on Broodseinde Ridge, in the Ypres sector. Passchendaele can just be seen in
the distance on the right.
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In Memory of
Private

Thomas David Merton

DCM
5136, 33rd Bn., Australian Infantry, A.L.F. who died on 17 October 1917 Age 19

Son of Arthur D. and Ellen Merton, of 123, Station Road, Newtown, Sydney, New South Wales. Bom
Major's Creek, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Nine Elms British Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




The Eastern end of Duncan Street showing the Clyde Road in background, bicycle track on the left and
the St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (built 1861) on the right. Braidwood Dear Braidwood by Netta Ellis.
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR
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