Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
McRAE, Finley Arnold
Service Number: 3658A

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Finley Arnold McRae one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Finley Arnold McRae died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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FINLEY ARNOLD McRAE :

Service Number: 3658A
Rank: Private |
Unit: 54th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 15 May 1917

Place of death: France

Age at death: 27

Place of association: Annandale, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux ¥
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Finley Arnold McRae's
name is located at panel 159 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




54th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 54th Battalion was raised in Egypt on 16
February 1916 as part of the "doubling" of the
AIF. Half of its recruits were Gallipoli veterans
from the 2nd Battalion, and the other half, fresh
reinforcements from Australia. Reflecting the
composition of the 2nd, the 54th was
predominantly composed of men from New
South Wales. The battalion became part of the
14th Brigade of the 5th Australian Division.

Moving to France in June 1916, the 54th fought
its first major battle on the Western Front at
Fromelles, on 19 July. It was a disaster. The
54th was part of the initial assault and suffered
casualties equivalent to 65 per cent of its
fighting strength. Casualty rates among the
rest of the 5th Division were similarly high, but
despite these losses it continued to man the
front in the Fromelles sector for a further two
months.

After a freezing winter manning trenches in the
Somme Valley, in early 1917 the 54th Battalion
participated in the advance that followed the
German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. It was
spared the assault but did, however, defend
gains made during the second battle of
Bullecourt. Later in the year, the AlF's focus of
operations switched to the Ypres sector in
Belgium. The 54th's major battle here was at
Polygon Wood on 26 September.
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With the collapse of Russia in October 1917, a
major German offensive on the Western Front
was expected in early 1918. This came in late
March and the 5th Division moved to defend
the sector around Corbie. The 14th Brigade
took up positions to the north of Villers-
Bretonneux and held these even when the
village fell, threatening their flanks.

Once the German offensive had been
defeated, the Allies launched their own
offensive in August 1918. The 14th Brigade did
not play a major role in these operations until
late in the month, but its actions, including
those of the 54th Battalion at Anvil Wood, were
critical to the capture of Peronne, which fell on
2 September.

Heavy casualties throughout 1918 and
declining enlistments in Australia resulted in a
decision in mid-September 1918 to disband
several Australian battalions to reinforce
others; in the 14th Brigade this battalion was to
be the 54th. The men mutinied in response,
which resulted in a temporary postponement of
the order. The 54th fought its last major battle
of the war, St Quentin Canal, between 29
September and 2 October 1918. On 11
October it ceased to exist as a separate entity
when it was merged with the 56th Battalion to
form the 54/56th Battalion.
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" - ‘Concerning one 3658 Pte. F.A.MoRae of my late Coy. He was ki‘led in

~our own fienches during & recent attack by the enemy which :
“fortunately was repulsed he was buried on the field in a soldiers

- oomxrades,

' 'grave where many small white orosses mark & great number of his
- As to his personsl sppearance He appeared to be about

Lo 26 yb::'a of age. dark complexion, was' thickly btuilt, and hed rather
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Havre 80¢th August,1917,

(];. B4th AUSTRALIANS Mo.BAS, F.A. 3458
'l? Sloy 1Bth,1917, Det, D/B.
HOe wes in Oy C0., I boliove X Pitn. He como Irom U059
¢ I tad knonn him Bbout b yeur, but d1d not know bin wells.

The number given is oorreot. He come over with the Oth
rointorgenent ot the 16th Battelion, sol wne tremaferred
Irom the 18%h to the 5dth Dettolion in Bgpty. e wes sbout
£3 yeare of sge, thick set, sbout Bft, 8 or 9" in height,
Yair, ond olean shaven. I saw his greve im tho fromt line
cpposite to Rednoourt, ami ebout P miles 4n fromt of
Hereuil, There 1s an unginiched dugout left by the

Oormans olome %p 4t, fThere is n oross with hig mawe,
nuaber ond Botilalion on it. I ocould point out tho ploce.

‘ Informant: rt. He lepinatall, 45082
B4th Australisnp, Ce00es, XIleIltn,
Austrolian Camp, Rouollom,

R, | [

: - B4th 4. L7, 2 4, MRAE, 3685, |
(-‘ ' K. 15.6.17, Det. D& B, |

MoRsa wrote the address of his mother snd gave it to Informant
O asking him to write to her if he should be killed, Ha ghewsed me

? this papsr, The Address: Nra, J. MoRse, Police Station, Aupans-
dale, Sydnsy. He mads enguiries aa to MoBEae's fate Irom his
rates, but beoame 111 and was gent down before hs heard anything
definite exospt that MoRae was killed. Hes thinks HoBse is certain
t0 have boen buried on the ridge to the south of Bullecourt, Es

also thinks that 85;. lli. Benn of O O, will be the beat authori-
) ty as to details, e hopes to got soon when he rejoins.
\ Beforence: ZPte. J, J. Straohan, 5447, O Co,
. Ho,1l Stationary, Roumen. I£X¥x¥x 19.7.17.
(
H,

\/ ety SM, Sewers 9.8.17
Wi pi‘.-otum; Ly &

VAR ks Kma% May ISth 1917, Det, D,B, D i
%1 saw him killed by & bullet as we were going over the top at Bull-
ecourts Hs was buried in a shell hole where he lay,right olose to

. our. trench,-A Lieut who knew him well,made a oroos with his name and
- number on.it, and placed it on the grave, The Lieut took all his

.’ belongings,as he and MoRao were sreat Coy friends in Australia.

. MoRme was on:the Lewis Gun in the Cay..

" Degoription; Height. -4, Complexion. Fair. Fuggety Build .

Witnegg. . ‘Pte, Martin.L. N0.454I, C.Ocy. 54th, Fatt. l
. S.Whitmee.
g . Taken At. . R0,4,Command Depots
" . I4th,T,B.Furdoott. Codford, P
.6=9-17, : { ad)
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e
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL E01302

April 1917: France: Picardie, Somme, Bapaume Cambrai Area, Bullecourt: The fallen trees and tangled
undergrowth through which the Australians advanced on Louveval Chateau, during the fighting in the

Bullecourt sector, in France, in April 1917.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL E00457

14 May 1917: France: Picardie, Somme, Bapaume Cambrai Area: A view across a wheat field, to the village of
Longatte where some time previously the ground had been fought over in the attacks on Bullecourt. At the

time the battle for control of Bullecourt continued.




AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ' | 100277

France: Picardie, Somme, Bapaume Cambrai Area, Bullecourt: Aerial view of Bullecourt, May 1917.
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Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad.

Har A e m)@ 2!
- B4th BATTAL O e =

resth

Joined on /2— 5 ”7J
Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation. \
- Whet I your Name? .. i o s e ae oo e e 1. ,} .................................. o
2. In the Parish of%z”"/“ .......... in or
. In or near what Parisk or Town were you born? .. .. near the Town of W ,,,,,,,,,

. Are you a natural born British
Naturalized British Subjeet?
latter, papers to be shown.) !

What is your age? .
. What is your trade or ealhng\’

6. Are you, or have you 4 nn Ayp
where, to whom for wkht

7. Are you mme}L

8. Who is y(,dﬁext of kgw::drm to be stated) .

9. Have you ever been convieted by the Civil Power! .. g /Vomtoeadd L PSPIIE P —

{/
10. Have you ever been discharged from any part of His L/,f l/ D7< ” /‘/ .
Majesty’s Forees, with Ignominy, or as Incor- e
rigible and Worthless, or on account of Convie- 10 Vo Y. i 4 st ~ LB SRR b e
tion of Felony, or of a Sentence of Penal Servi o R RS / /“/'
tude, or have you been dunuued mth stgrace
fromthe’\favy? AR

11. Do you now belong to, or have you ever sérved in, Hls
Majesty’s Army, the Marines, the Militia, the %
Militia Reserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy, 15 gl a0 RSOOSR S N
or Colonial Forees? If so, state which, and if not
now serving, state cause of discharge . o > .

12, Have you stated the whole, if any, of your prev:ons
service? . TS S

13. Have you ever been reJected as nnﬁt for His Ma;esty s
Serviee? If so, on what grounds? .. ..

14, Do you understand that no Separation Allowance will
be issued in respect of your service beyond an
amount which together with Pay would reach
eight shillings per day. ........cciiiivinminsniiianne

15. Are you prepared to undergo inoculation agamst smallpox
and enterie fever? ..

= W" o W PR do solemnly deelare that the above answers mad»

by me m the abowd questions are true, and I am willing and hereby voluntarily agree to serve in the Military
Forces of the Commonwealth of Australia within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.

* And 1 further agree to allot not less than two-fifths of the pay payable to me from time to time during

NN N pine? . S Nbgui)
ot

§ = § !
.
.
.

wy service for the support of my wife three-fifths "
wife and children 1/
Date 24&'/?“’ ......... //q ...... '4Wn ..........
// - Signature of pm enlisted.

*This clause to be amended where necessary and should be struck out in the cass of unmarried nwmm%*umﬂm
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. w..Name . Mqﬁ. AE 7 74 7 S /

e A.F. B.103 Recelvcd TURPORL A F. B.2090A Received RER. NO. . 7N

JLLED IN ACTION. /3
4 JJr\“g" 10, )-ADVISED, X ; ! //)
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‘7‘ BR. Form No. 2,
AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

D R e el BASE RECORDS OFFICE,
15 are be e diated, VICTORIA BARRACKS,

V.P, MELBOURNE, 312¢n April 1928,

D“ﬁaw.,
Forwarded herewith, per separate registered post, one package .

containing personal effects of ¢yo 1ate No. 3658A, Private 5. A,
McRae, 54th Battal on, received ex "Baramban®,
as per inventory attached.

e I shall be much obliged if you will kindly let me know whether aue
come safely to hand, by signing and returning the enclosed printed receipt slip.

Yours faithfully,

”‘ﬂlfamj Pactat No .‘.{1 ./1.,_0, PO ”4[&3‘,’-"& J. M. LEAN. M“mi
Officer 1n Charge, Base Reoords,

Dan S Lem,
National Archives of Australla NAA: B2455. MCRAE F AL

FIELD SERVICE. Army Form B. 2090a.

< lXEPO.llT o.f Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the least possible delay after receipt
of notification of death on Army Form B. 213 or Army Form A. 36, or from other official documentary sources.

UEEN | 54%h INEANERY BATTALION A.1sdyiro 1op | e~ Ml

Battery or Company

Hogimental No. 3658 & — Rank PRIVATE

Surname .QIA’ > Christian N Bk
Date__218%h May, 1917  rluce__In the Field FRANCE
Couseof Dewth®_____ KILLED IN ACTION
Nature and Date of Report_Army Form B, 213 dated 20th May, 1917,

By whom made __Commanding Officer zmmmmsg_;on A. 7,

* Specinlly state if killed in action, or died from wounds received in action, or from lllm due to fleld ti fati
military duty, or from injury while on military duty, o & IR MR

Place _{particulars not yet to hand) Date -

o

Burhl{

By whom reported — e . -

State whether he lum;‘ 1) in Pay Hook (Army Book 64)_WELL MO (») in Bmall Book (if at Bae)
& Wil cr not () as a separato document_____ r_ 1,'.‘ e, 'Y S
All pricate docaments and effects received from the front or hospital, as well as the Pay Book, should {

will is found it should Lo at ouece forwarded to the War Office. . 4 B i i
Auny information received as to verbal expressi by » d d soldier of his wishes as to the disposal of his estate should be

reported to the War Oftice as soon as possibile.

F.A.G., Todian Expedition Foree,
u?/(vu.hdnml of any will‘?mm the
port,

1 L/, Captain,

A duplicate of this Roport is to be sent to the Fixed Centre Paymaster at Hotae, or to the
w or Filll Disbursing Oilic r, s the cas may r quire, together with the Deceasod’s Pay Boo
‘9‘ Jatter). 1f th. d.ceased’s Small Book is at the Base, it should be forwarded to the War Oﬂx
ANZAC SO‘IIOI 3 lch. G.H,
yof Seodon[

Starion and
Iate }

th Jm, 1917.

(1455) WBSS7/M930 500,000 1016 JFW [E328) Forms/B2000a/d

at the Base
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A Vi1l in this form has no effect on freohold property in land,

If, while on aoctive service, a Soldier over the age of 14 years
wishes to make a short will, he may do 80 on the opposite page. It
nust be in his owm handwrit and must be signed and dated. It WILL
APPLY QNHLY TO PROPERTY OTHER FREEHOLD LAND, = The full nomes and
addressed of the persons whom he desir8s to benofit, and the sun of
money or the articles pr property he desires to locvo to them, must be

clearly stated,
Tho following is o specimen of suoch a will loaving all to one poruou:i-

In the event of my death I give the wWhole of my properiy aif
offeots to

(Signature) JOI SMIME.
Privato No, 16560,
Date sustralian Commonwealth Horse,

The folluwing is a spnecimen ¢f such a Will leaving legacies to more
than one persm:-

In.the event of my death I give £10 to

and I give 25 to
ve the remaining part 0f my property o

(8ignature) JIN SAIIH.
Private Fo, 1658.
Date Aus tr2a lian Coumonwealth Horse,

% Ncte - IT a soldior, boing over the age of 21 years deeires (0 make

a Will of freshold 1und he must do so not in the above form, dut in the
ordinary way. 4 Will cf freohold lond must be signed by the Soldier inm
the presence of two witnosses, who must also eign the Will as witnesses
in the Soldier's prosence.

doath I 1ve the whole of property & effects to

A\nny - L6 : . - : A (‘

"ebove cortifled to bo & truo Copy Of pake 14 extracted Zrom old fom

Pay 3ook °WWMW
tho woxds gurea

le of _

being on Mthe romtndor boins printed tom. P

Checked Cpl. ? M: opl.
oo

C
12/6/18- AJI. D, in.Hdqre, m
NAA: BZASS,'EMCRA‘E = EA




AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
BASE RECORDS OFFICE,
MH VICTORIA BARRACKS.

MELBOURNE.  7th QOctober, 1021,
Always state Regimental Number, Rank, Full Name, and Unit of Soldier in your Communication.

Next of Kin should always notify Change of Address to Base Records, Melbourue.
23 ,A.‘-‘} 'F‘ ?k . B

Ly ) d - A

30 oL

It isnoted that you are registered on the records
the late No.5658 A Private F.A. VcRae,

as next of kin, but, Siqht%%%ti'c%ﬁa%n'che instructions
under the "Deceased Soldiers Estates Act 1918" may
be properly complied with whendisposing of War Medals,
&c., I shall be glad to learn whether there are any
nearer blood relations than yourself to the above-
named, for instance,

Dear jadam,

of

AAXEX XXX XX L XXX AL XXX XXXXXXX
X XXX XX XXX XA XXX LT E L L L AL LA L LXXLLXLEXEXXX XXX X XXX X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX X XXXXXX ‘8 his father still alive,
if so I shall be much obliged for his name and

address at your earliest convenience.

The provisions of a Will have no bearing upon the
distribution of Medals unless they are specifically
mentioned therein, such mementos being handed over in
the following order of relationship, unless good and
sufficient reasons for varying the procedure are
stated: —

Widow, eldest surviving son, eldest surviving
daughter, father, mother, eldest surviving
brother, eldest surviving sister, eldest sur-
viving half-brother, eldest surviving half-
sister.

Thanking you in anticipation of the favour of an
early reply.

Yours faithfully,
Mxs. F. Mckae,

Police Station,
ANNANDALE, N.A

Major,
DA/, 418078 —5% Officer in Charge, Base Records.

National Archives of Australia X NAA: B2455 MCRAE F A
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Particulars Required for the
1. Name (in full) of Fullen Soldier.......

2, Unit and Nembor mm)_....-a’.fff_a_ﬂ
7 3. With what Town or Distriet inAestrulia mulwdnﬁllyeo-
: Town (if any) ...
4. What was his Disthplace.
5. Dato of Death.. oo _!.-__
fi. Place whero Killerd M___.W
2 Particulars Required for the Nahoa s Histories, -
1. What was bis Calingo oyl A RN A .
2, Age nt time of Deathoe e
3. What was his Scheol o S22 !
4, Whit wits B8 OUb0r TroIMIG- e e et et o et
6. T€ born In Britain or Abrasd, at what agu did he come to Awsteli. S mm—. s
6. Had he over served in any Military or Naval Foros bofore Enlisting in the ALF. {Please stato partienlacs) ...

et mad ks 4 P 94 S S et s e St e e ebmt s e s b 4 44t 800 P

7 Any other biographical details likely to be of interest to the Histocinn of the ALE, or of hic Regiment—

8 Way he w‘p"ﬂh any othor Member of the ALTF. who died or who distinguished limsell.  (Please atate
R s v Db R ¥ /J.«. w3
) sty B

9. Namo ami Adilress of the Parent ar
R resssssssssssmiorss

10. Names and Addesaite of any other l‘"’"‘" to wlwng n(?a bl | v—alt lq the Ilistotian fuc th‘mfotmt-un—
Raid 0 ﬂ,éf--...... o moneond . AR i

ﬁ_.. ABIOORS e ....................x_.

mwmk.\mmmom«umtme.lummmuuh Barracks, Mclbourae,  Please fold i fabe, and stick down
1 “ gnm fap 3o {hal the addressed pariion ks eutside, The infarmalion is requirel uegendy.







In Memory of
Private

Finley Arnold McRae

3658A, 54th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.L.LF. who died on 15 May 1917 Age 27

Son of Thomas and Fanny McRae, of Cavell Avenue, Rhodes, New South Wales. Born at Sydney.

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memornial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Clyde Road, Monga early 1900s McRae’s homestead and bullock team.
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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