Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
LEE, Thomas James
Service Number: 2433

Rank: Lance Corporal

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Thomas James Lee, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Thomas James Lee died for his country, for you
and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




THOMAS JAMES LEE

Service Number: 2433

Rank: Lance Corporal

Unit: 56th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 16 October 1918
Place of death: France

Cause of death: Died of wounds

Age at death: 22

Place of association: Braidwood, Australia :

Cemetery or memorial details: St Sever Cemetery
Extension, Haute-Normandie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Thomas James Lee's
name is located at panel 162 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial — .




56th Australian Infantry Battalion
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56 Colour Patch

The 56th Battalion was raised in Egypt on 14
February 1916 as part of the "doubling" of the
AlF. Half of its recruits were Gallipoli veterans
from the 4th Battalion, and the other half, fresh
reinforcements from Australia. Reflecting the
composition of the 4th, the 56th was
predominantly composed of men from New
South Wales. The battalion became part of the
14th Brigade of the 5th Australian Division.

Arriving in France on 30 June 1916, the
battalion entered the frontline trenches for the
first time on 12 July and fought its first major
battle at Fromelles a week later. The battle was
a disaster, resulting in heavy casualties across
the division. Despite these losses the 5th
Division continued to man the front in the
Fromelles sector for a further two months.

After a freezing winter manning trenches in the
Somme Valley, in early 1917 the 56th Battalion
participated in the advance that followed the
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German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. It was
spared the assault but did, however, defend
gains made during the second battle of
Bullecourt. Later in the year, the AlF's focus of
operations switched to the Ypres sector in
Belgium. The 56th's major battle here was at
Polygon Wood on 26 September.

With the collapse of Russia in October 1917, a
major German offensive on the Western Front
was expected in early 1918. This came in late
March and the 5th Division moved to defend
the sector around Corbie. The 14th Brigade,
took up positions to the north of Villers-
Bretonneux and held these even when the
village fell, threatening their flanks.

Once the German offensive had been
defeated, the Allies launched their own
offensive in August 1918. The 14th Brigade did
not play a major role in these operations until
late in the month, but its actions were critical to
the capture of Peronne, which fell on 2
September. The 56th fought its last major
battle of the war, St Quentin Canal, between
29 September and 2 October 1918. It was
resting out of the line when the Armistice was
declared on 11 November. Soon after,
members of the battalion began to be returned
to Australia for discharge. It ceased to exist as
a separate entity on 10 April 1919, when the
remnants of all of the 14th Brigade's battalions
were merged into a single unit.

31 August 1918,
France: Picardie,
Somme, Clery: While
» maintaining the
attempts to cross the
Somme marshes,
General Monash
transferred the 2nd
Division and 14th
Brigade to the north
of the Somme, and
on this day launched
the 5th Brigade (2nd
Division) in a
successful attack
upon Mont St
Quentin, the hill
dominating Peronne.
On the following day
the 14th Brigade
y seized part of

E03201 Peronne.
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BASE RECORDS OFFICE,

VICTORIA BARRACK
'r'. uo LBO, -'Il >

Braidwood HMEMBOURNE, 0., Jan 1916

Dear
Hadam, i I
» advise you that
regret to advise vou tha Privite T. J. Lee,

has been reported sdmitted Keighley War Hospital,
England, 22410417, suffering from gunshot wound head.
His postal address will be :—
No 2453 Private T. J. Lee,
Y6th Battalion,
Australian Imperial Foree,
Abroad.
In the absence of further reports it is to be assumed that satisfactory progress is
being maintained, but anything later received will be promptly transmitted, it being
clearly understood that if no farther advice is forwarded this departnient has 1o more

information to supply.
Yours faithfully,

Jd. M. LEAN, Major,

DAGISAT 05416, Officer in Charge. Base Records.

Tih Ootober 1919

denr Ladam,

\“ith reference to Lhe report, of the reprettalile loss
of your non, the lufe o3 s, L:-nm:-(!orpural Zs Jo Lew, %th
Suvtalion, I =m now in »ecelpt of wivioe that he wes mounded
(Gan) in wersion, #nd wceusion, on leut Uctober,i918, und ade
missed ‘wo vk ¥ield Ambulance, transferred to Aith Ctaualty
Cdenring SLutlon, wransfexred to Ambulnnoe Train, thence to
Zrd Stationary lospital, Houen, France on 2nd October,1918,
where hs diad on 16th October, 1918 He was buried in Bt.lever
Cemetery iSxtension, Nouen, frunce.

The uwlmont cure nnd attention is beins devoted to the
graven of our fallen soldicrs, and photogrzpha are being teken
an soon #s posalliles “Tor Lrinsnission Lo nextisofskin.

These udditionsl details ave furnished by direction,
1% being the policy of the Depurtment to forward all informetion
received in comneetion with the deaths of mumbers of the
Austreiian Impexial Foroee

Yours faithfully,

Mro. M, Lee,

N, 8.7 Fudor
= Officer i/c Pase R m;ds:

=
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In Memory of
Lance Corporal

Thomas James Lee

2433, 56th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.LLF. who died on 16 October 1918 Age 22

Son of Thomas and Martha Lee, of Elvington St., Braidwood, New South Wales. Native of Cooma, New
South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

During the First World War, Commonwealth camps and hospitals were stationed on the southern
outskirts of Rouen. A base supply depot and the 3rd Echelon of General Headquarters were also
established in the city. Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for practically the whole of
the war. They included eight general, five stationary, one British Red Cross and one labour hospital,
and No. 2 Convalescent Depot. A number of the dead from these hospitals were buried in other
cemeteries, but the great majority were taken to the city cemetery of St. Sever. In September 1916, it
was found necessary to begin an extension, where the last burial took place in April 1920. The
cemetery extension contains 8,348 Commonwealth burials of the First World War (ten of them
unidentified).



THINK!

ARE YOU CONTENT FOR
HIM TO FIGHT FOR YOU?

WONT YOU DO YOUR BIT?

WE SHALL WIN
BUT YOU MUST HELP

JOIN TO-DAY
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First World War poster by acclaimed British silhouette artist, Harry Oakley. At the right of the poster, a
man in silhouette is carrying his rifle and bayonet at the ready. Behind him, depicted in grey silhouette, are
his comrades. This Australian version of the poster does not bear the artist's signature on the stone,
whereas the British one does. Australian First World War recruitment poster. Appeals to a patriotic sense
of honour to help fight the war and encourages the viewer to 'Join To-day'".

Acknowledgements

Everybody responded enthusiastically to the idea of capturing the information about Braidwood'’s
88 World War | veterans who lost their lives. The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch is most grateful for
the support they received in carrying out this task and would like to acknowledge those of whom
we are aware: Karen, Chris and Renee Nelson, Roslyn Maddrell, Karen Shea, Jill Clarke, Rod
McClure, Ben and Meaghan Frohling, Diane McGrath, Us On Mondays Quilting Group, Len
Mutton & Co and local shopkeepers for their World War | window displays.

Thank you to the students and teachers of Braidwood Central School and St. Bedes School who
have embraced these soldiers and have honoured their memories on Anzac Day 2015.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch raised a good proportion of the funds for the cost of producing
these booklets. The efforts of the members of the sub branch involved are very much
appreciated. This money was augmented by welcome funding from the Federal Government
through the ANZAC Centenary Local Grants Program and the Braidwood Community Bank.

To all those who helped in any way, many thanks. Your efforts have ensured we remember
these Braidwood and District Veterans well.

Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
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Archer, Fred
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