Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
KELLY, Herbert Albert
Service Number: 29298

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Herbert Albert Kelly, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Herbert Albert Kelly died for his country, for you
and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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HERBERT ALBERT KELLY :

Service Number: 2929B

Rank: Private |
Unit: 17th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 05 May 1917

Place of death: France

Cause of death: Killed in action

Age at death: 22

Place of association: Mongarlowe, Australia '

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial,
Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Herbert Albert Kelly's
name is located at panel 83 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




17th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 17th Battalion was raised at Liverpool in
New South Wales in March 1915 as part of the
5th Brigade. It left Australia in early May,
trained in Egypt from mid-June until mid-
August, and on 20 August landed at ANZAC
Cove.

At Gallipoli the Battalion participated in the last
action of the August Offensive ' the attack on
Hill 60 ' before settling into defensive routine in
the trenches. For a short period part of the 17th
garrisoned Pope's Hill, but for most of its time
on the peninsular the Battalion was responsible
for the defence of Quinn's Post, one of the
most contested positions along the entire
ANZAC front. The Battalion was evacuated
from Gallipoli in December 1915.

After further training in Egypt, the 17th
Battalion proceeded to France. Landing there
on 22 March 1916, it took part in its first major
battle at Pozieres between 25 July and 5
August. The Battalion returned to the Pozieres
trenches for a second time, although in a
reserve role, between 18 and 28 August. After
a spell in a quieter sector of the front in
Belgium, the 2nd Division, which included the
5th Brigade, came south again in October. The
17th Battalion was spared from having to
mount an attack across the quagmire the
Somme battlefield had become, but did have to
continue manning the front through a very
bleak winter.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

In 1917 the 17th was involved in the follow-up
of German forces after their retreat to the
Hindenburg Line, and was one of four
battalions to defeat a counter-stroke by a
German force, almost four times as strong, at
Lagincourt. The battalion took part in three
major battles before the year was out, second
Bullecourt (3-4 May) in France, and Menin
Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-
10 October) in Belgium. Private H. A. Kelly was
killed at the Battle of Bullecourt, 5" May 1917

After another winter of trench duty, 17th
Battalion helped to thwart the German Spring
Offensive of 1918. With this last desperate
offensive defeated, the Allied armies turned to
the offensive and the 17th participated in the
battles that pushed the German Army ever
closer to defeat: Amiens on 8 August, the
legendary attack on Mont St Quentin on 31
August, and the forcing of the Beaurevoir Line
around Montbrehain on 3 October.
Montbrehain was the battalion's last battle. It
was training out of the line when the armistice
was declared in November 1918, and was
disbanded in April 1919.

A Telegram: Private Herbert Kelly, son of Mr R.
Kelly of Mongarlowe had been killed in action
in France. The deceased who was a native of
the place was one of the early enlistees. He
was very popular in the neighbourhood; the
deepest sympathy is felt for the family.

Braidwood Letters from the Front by Roslyn
Maddrell

Bullecourt,
France, c1917:
View of
trenches close
to the village.
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HERBERT ALBERT KELLY #2929b

Private Herbert A. Kelly of the 55" Battalion A.l.F., whose family live at Mongarlowe, sends these
cards to his sister, Queenie (Mrs Bill Whitfield).
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COMMONWEALTH i OF AUSTRALIA.

EXPEDITIONARY FORCES.

REGRUITS
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AGR -~ ~ a
MINIMUM HEIGHT .
CHEST MEASUREMENT -

Pernons dealring to enlist should, If in the Metro-
tan Area, apply at the Recruiting Dopot at Military
«quarters and f in othor localitios st tho noarest
Town Hall Bhire Hall Drill Hall, or Recruiting Deopeot,
where arrangements will be made for madical axamination

Frov Bailway Tickets to the Motropolis will be
granted, altar medioal sxamination

Rates of Pay per Day.
LIEUTENANT - - - |18« 84| 2lx Of
SERGEANT - - - - |10a Od |10s 6d
CORFORAL - - - .| 8n Od |10s O4
PRIVATE -+ - - | Gu OL| 6s O

Scparation Allowance.

Separatiun allowsnce will be padd to murried men
who are recelving lets than 8 per day, bobt sach allow-
ance will mot oxceed the amount pecessary to mako up

WMMMMMMMJNMh
per >

Buljoet to this lUmitation, the s-onbnnbu are
aa follow; (8) For wife llving at home, I per day,;
{b) For sach child under 16 ysars af age, 4id per day. A
similar allowance as in (a) fa payadls under the sama
canditions to the mother of o mexber, if she ia solely
depondent on him for support

FPounsions,

Ponmions paysbie to o widow on death of member of
the Forces, or t0 o mumber on tolal incapscity:

LINUTENANT - ~ K9] Peor Anuum
BEERGEANT - - £70 "
CORFORAL - . - £68 "
PRIVATE - . - £52

-~ -~

In addition, an Lthe death or total incapacity of a membar,
for sach child under 18 yoars of age, £13 per annnm.

In casen of total locapacity tho wife, In addition,
recoives hall the rate npecilied above for the respective

Peanuisns are payabls also £ other dependanta
Q. F. PEARCE, Miuister of Blate for Defence

EVERY MAN PHYSICALLY FIT IS WANTED

- ———
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TRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

T\ e vr

STRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

. Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for ice Abroad.

:V, ol TERBERT //KBEK r
Ak
Y. ]

1. What is yogr Nams

{
'l

3. Are youfa natural British Bubjeet or a }

2, In or nearfvhat Pa@ish or Togn wers you bornt .. .

Nuatufulized British Subject! (N ~—1f  the
lutte® papers to be shown.) .. .

4, What s y¥ar agel .. <, o.iw e s e e el
5. What is your trade or calling? .. . Tregres
6. Are you, or have you becn, an Apprentice! If so,
where, to whom, and for whut peried? .. .. .. §
C AT DR INRIEIREE 5757 A0 e e e e seila i eletiee T TR T ke R Y S RO SO, T F A RS 8 P el .
(8. A /(.5.44.% ......................
8. Who is your next of kin? (Address to bestated) .. | o o MONM‘C'an
Lo, ADREGTEERE R . b R (R R R BB, B NOOE
9. Have you ever been convieted by the Civil Power! .. 9 SV ALIES /
............ [ ORI 1Y s &8 f7 2

10. Havo you ever been diseharged from any part of His
Majesty’s Forees, with Ignominy, or as Incor- ’
rigihle and Worthless, or on account of Convie- 0.# P ;

tion of Felomy, or of n Sentence of Penal Servi- |
tude, or have you been dismissed with Dugrace ’
from the Nnvy! o

1l. Do you now beloug to, or have you ever served in, His

's Army, the Marines, the Militia, the ,
Militia Beserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy, |
or Colonial Forees? If so, state which, and if not ’
now serving, state cause of discharge .. ..

12. Have you st-ted the whune, if any, of ,)onr prevxm
servicef .. .. .. ., PRI 1

18, Have you ever been ro,)ected as unfit for His M:uenty 8 | €
mv‘toi uw’onwh“t m“n&' T o \’ . T T T e e q .................................

14. Do you understand that no Separation Allowance will
be issued in respect of your serviee beyond an
mo“n‘ Whlch mtb@r w‘th Psy WOllld u‘th ; e N v Brvsssstasssaysragsnanntrinbannsnnnss
eight shillings per day .. .. .. +

15, Are you prepared to umlcrgo moculation aglmat small-
pox-und wferic fover? . v /

.............................................

.........................................

——

. do solemnly declare that the sbove answery made

by me to thv nbmu qumuons hereby voluntarily agree fo serve in the Mxhwry
Commonwealth

nrc Lma - willing
Fovees of the Commonwealth of Auﬂtraiil mthm or beyon

*And I forther agreo to a
my serviee for
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FIELD SERVICE. ’) 0\ Army Form B. 2090a.

WEPORT of Death of a Soldier 1o be forwarded to the War Offics vlth the least possible delay afier receipt
of uotifieation of death on Army Form B, 213 or Army Form A. 36, or from other official documentary sources.

e ehine |—17th.Battalion A LB, . Siosdeos, Tk,
Ok CORTS | PR g S

. 2

i Reglmental No. 29298, . Ruk____ Private.

g' $uruame___ KELLY Christian Names __Herbert. Albert.
Date___ Sth.lMay 1917 Vlace FPRANCE,

( Causo of Deatt*___ NTLLED IN ACTICN.

i Natare and Date of Repert  Apmy - Form B213, Sth.ley 10917, , “
/ By whom wade ___Commanding Officer 17th.Battslion A.E.F.
‘mmumummu“MWhms Wcﬂohﬁnuﬂﬂhn““u

Piace__ Papticulsars not yet to hend,  Duie
By whom reported
- A n Puy Bosk (Army ok bh_DOY m’%nmumum)___.____.

n Wil or not (&) na o separute i t x St

vate documents and eflocts received from the front or hospital, as well as the Book, sbould be examined, snd it
will h::l’:h showld be st omnmmnhd 10 the War Office, » s
Any information roceived ma to verbal exprossions by a decensed soldior of his wishes ae to the disposnl of hix estate should ba
npondwuo\vuolnnmup-l
A daplicate of lmmmlntohmtwmhml&-tmhm Hoaw, ar 1o the D.F.AG., Indian Expeditionnry Force,
or Fleld reing Ofoar, as the cas ma; rng. with tho Decensod (after withdrawal of
bcm). lnhod_wud'lmlllookhnnh should be forwarded to the \Vsduwﬂilﬁm NS e e

A ;
e et Mottt

‘1 WS 20 M Sfficer 1/c.Records.
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In Memory of
Private

Herbert Albert Kelly

29298, 17th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.L.LF. who died on 05 May 1917 Age 22

Son of Richard and Annie Eliza Kelly. Born at Mongariowe, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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HEN HERE IT 15,50 DON'T DELAY i
TOSEND A LETTER STRRIGHT AUAY ;

: OR SHOULD YOUMRNT THE MEANS, MHY THEN

¢ é"' I'M SENDING PAPER INK & PEN, 4

: ND THUS PROVIDED, YOU CAN'T SRY
THERE'S STILL R REASON FOR DELAY:

F NOT TONRY, WHY THEN, TONIGHT,

- MAKE UP YOUR MIND BT ONCE ANS WRITE o

a0
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Front of post card written from Herbert Albert Kelly to his sister Queenie, Mrs Bill Whitfield, from London.
Braidwood Letters from the Front, by Rosslyn Maddrell.
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the support they received in carrying out this task and would like to acknowledge those of whom
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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