Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
HUSH, Austin Septimus
Service Number: 2637

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Austin Septimus Hush, one of the 88
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from
World War I. It contains his details as recorded
in the World War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty
notification, correspondence relating to his death,
details of decorations won, any available photos,
and, in some instances, family correspondence
or recollections.

Austin Septimus Hush died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




AUSTIN SEPTIMUS HUSH

Service Number: 2637

Rank: Private

Unit: 4th Australian Infantry Battalion

Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 23 July 1916 v
Place of death: France

Cause of death: Killed in action

Place of association: Leichhardt, Australia .

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial,
Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Austin Septimus Hush's
name is located at panel 40 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




4th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 4th Battalion was among the first infantry
units raised for the AIF during the First World
War. Like the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions it was
recruited from New South Wales and, together
with these other battalions, formed the 1st
Brigade.

The battalion was raised within a fortnight of
the declaration of war in August 1914 and
embarked just two months later. After a brief
stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion
proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December.
The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing
on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and
third waves. The commander of the 4th
Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel A. J. O.
Thompson, was killed the next day. At ANZAC,
the battalion took part in the defence of the
beachhead and in August, along with the rest
of the 1st Brigade, led the charge at Lone Pine.
The battalion served at ANZAC until the
evacuation in December.

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion
returned to Egypt. In March 1916, it sailed for
France and the Western Front. From then until
1918 the battalion took part in operations
against the German Army, principally in the
Somme Valley in France and around Ypres in
Belgium. The battalion's first major action in
France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley in
July 1916. Later the battalion fought at Ypres,
in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for
winter.

The battalion participated in a short period of
mobile operations following the German
withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in early
1917, but spent much of that year fighting in
increasingly difficult conditions around Ypres.
In 1918 the battalion returned to the Somme
valley and helped to stop the German spring
offensive in March and April. The battalion
subsequently participated in the Allies' great
offensive of that year, launched east of Amiens
on 8 August 1918. The advance on this day by
British and empire troops was the greatest
success in a single day on the Western Front,
one that German General Erich Ludendorff
described as "the black day of the German
Army in this war".

The battalion continued operations until late
September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November
1918, the guns fell silent. The November
armistice was followed by the peace treaty of
Versailles signed on 28 June 1919.

Between November 1918 and May 1919, the
men of the 4th Battalion returned to Australia
for demobilisation and discharge.
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Colour Patch 4" Infantry Battalion

The Braidwood Dispatch, reporting the death of

Austin Septimus Hush, 1916.

Local an(l General"..

ROLL OF HONOR.

Mr. P. Hush, of Charleyong. re-
ceivad a wire on Tuesday last
conveying the sad news that his
nephew, Private Austin Hush, had
been killed in action between
the 22nd and 27th July. Privat
Hush was the youngest son of
the late Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Hush,
of Tarago, and formerly of Char-
leyong. He was 23 years of age.
Before enlisting he was a porter
at the Central Railway  Station,
Sydney, and enlisted about nine
months ago.




AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AD5769

Strazeele, France, April 1916: The 4" Infantry Battalion marching through a street in the village
(Donor T. Yeomans). Austin Septimus Hush was killed in action just three months later.
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X/32-27th. July 1916.

- I knew Hush; he was called Piney, and ocme OVe
6th.Eeinf. to 19th.Bn. - Ho was ahot through ths he:d.:nd
LR ki1lled outright on Mondsy 24.7.16. et Posisyes nnd his body
: Z* was put out of the trinch on to %hs parspot, snd I sow it
on the parapot but do mot kncw If 1t was sver buriod. He wam
in B. and the only man of that name in 8. Ha waa a vory dig
. men ond veighed about 20 stons, ond waa ana of the dbiggest wen
:7+ 1 aver ssw. He osme from Sydney in the Railuny.

Roferencs: L. Hayes, 2383, B.,
@ cersiul relisble witnssa),
HOo. 1 A.D.Bude.
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Fiha s i = " France,
Snr_. * HUSH. A.S. 2637.

K.July 22 - 27. 1916.

2 He was in 8th platoon with me, A 21 stone man known as
- Tixy Hush. He waz killed by.a plece o f shtapnel In the neck
.+ woick went #nto nis chest. He was buried at the back of the
7~ . trench and a cross with his name and date put up but whether
- the cross would survive the bombardment was another matter.

Inf: 8ergt. G.L. Scott. 720.
2nd.Can.Stat.Hosp. -
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© Killed in Action:22-27/7/16.

.+ 'Avout 23rd July in our fromt trenck at Poziers, Hush

! was sitting on a "fire-step” after having done some observa-
‘tion work., ‘A fragment of shell came over the parapet and
struck Hieh in the back of the head. His steel holmet was
‘plerced,. ] B it

.* - 'Informant went to pick him.up, but Hush was killed in-
‘stantly. Informant dces not know-where he was burisd,

G Hush was called "Tiny®". He left Sydney with the 6th
‘Reinforoements for the 19th Battalion and joined the 4th
.Battalion at Tel-sl-Kebir. He was & tall heavy man about

18 'gtone.: ;
Reference - Private Stephen 7.J. 2838
6 Rfts, 4th Battalion
4th Aust, Goneral Hospital, |
. RANIWICK, ' ,@ o
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i ~ delay after receipt of metification of death on Army Form B, 213 or Army Form A. 36 or from
i other official documentary sources,
t 4th,Battalion
»
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! CORPS or Company I
' Regtl, No. 48637 = Rank Private
L . __HUSE  Austin Septlmas O -
& - (6 S

: Pages 4 " _ BR/Twwraa1016, Fodn s 8
' Died{ Place = _"In the Field", Franse, g
i Causoof Death* _~~ Killed in action,

Nature aud Date of Renort. AsFoBa213 dated 23/7/1918,

By whom made 1 C. OuétheBattalion, A,I,.F,

* Speclially stato It killod lu action, or died from wounds rocelved in sob or from illness due to Seld o, thons or ko fatigue, privation
exposure whlhuniﬂhqdnv.orlmnwfnjuywuhumnhqduu.m e %

Place Not yet to hand,
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(#) in Pay Book (Army Book 64)  Net yet to hand,

Phate nehiithae he leaves I (b) in Small Book (if at Buse). .

(c) ssa separatedocument = “es e
All private doouments and effects received from the front or bospital, as well s the Pay
Baok, should be examined, and if any will is found it should be at once forwarded to the War Otlice,

Any information received as to verbal expressions by & deceased soldier of hig wishes us to
the disposal of his estate should be reported to the War Offios as soon s poasible,

A duplicate of this Report is to be sent fo the Fixed Centre Paymuster at Home,
or to the D.F.A.G., Indian Epeditionary Force, or Field Disbursing Officer as the case may reguire,
together with the deceased’s Pay Book (after withdrawal of any will from the latter). If the
deceased’s Small Book is at the Base, it should be forwarded to the War Office with this Report.
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In Memory of
Private

Austin Septimus Hush

2637, 4th Bn., Australian Infantry, A|.F. who died on 23 July 1916

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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