Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
DEMPSEY, Charles Frederick
Service Number: 6317

Rank: Private

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Charles Frederick Dempsey, one of the 88
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from
World War I. It contains his details as recorded
in the World War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty
notification, correspondence relating to his death,
details of decorations won, any available photos,
and, in some instances, family correspondence
or recollections.

Charles Frederick Dempsey died for his
country, for you and for me. Please pause a
moment to remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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CHARLES FREDERICK DEMPSEY

Service Number: 6317

Rank: Private

Unit: 26th Australian Infantry Battalion

Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 22 September 1917 v
Place of death: France

Cause of death: Died of wounds

Age at death: 22 y
Place of association: Braidwood, Australia ]

Cemetery or memorial details: Mont Huon Military
Cemetery, Le Treport, Haute-Normandie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Charles Frederick
Dempsey's name is located at panel 107 in the "
Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial g




26th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 26th Battalion was raised at Enoggera,
Queensland, in April 1915 from recruits enlisted
in Queensland and Tasmania, and formed part
of the 7th Brigade. It left Australia in July, and,
after training in Egypt, landed at Gallipoli on 12
September. At Gallipoli, the 26th played a purely
defensive role and at various times was
responsible for the defence of Courtney's and
Steele's Posts, and Russell's Top. It withdrew
from the peninsula on 12 December.

After another stint in Egypt, the 7th Brigade
proceeded to France as part of the 2nd
Australian Division in March 1916, in concert
with the 28th Battalion, the 26th mounted the
first trench raid undertaken by Australian troops
on the Western Front on 6 June. The Battalion
fought in its first major battle around Pozieres
between 28 July and 7 August. After a short
spell in Belgium, the 2nd Division came south in
October to attack again in the Somme Valley.
The 26th Battalion took part in two attacks to the
east of Flers, both of which floundered in mud
and slush.

In early 1917, the 26th Battalion joined the
follow-up of the German withdrawal to the
Hindenburg Line and attacked at Warlencourt
(1-2 March) and Lagincourt (26 March). For his
valorous actions at Lagincourt, Captain Percy
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Cherry was posthumously awarded the Victoria
Cross. On 3 May, the Battalion was also
involved in the second attempt to breach the
Hindenburg Line defences around Bullecourt.
Later that year the focus of the AlF's operations
switched to Belgium. There, the 26th battalion
fought in the battle of Menin Road on 20
September, and participated in the capture of
Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October. Charles
Frederick Dempsey died from wounds on 22
September, 1917.

Like most AIF battalions, the 26th fought to turn
back the German spring offensive in April 1918,
and in the lull that followed mounted "peaceful
penetration" operations to snatch portions of the
German front line. In one such operation in
Monument Wood on 14 July the 26th Battalion
captured the first German tank to fall into Allied
hands - No. 506 "Mephisto". In another, on 17
July, Lieutenant Albert Borrella was awarded the
Victoria Cross. Later in the year the 26th
participated in the great offensive that began on
8 August, its most notable engagement being an
attack east of Mont St Quentin on 2 September.
The Battalion's last action of the war was the
capture of Lormisset, part of the operation to
breach the Beaurevoir Line, on 3 October 1918.
The 26th Battalion was disbanded in May 1919.

Mont Huon Cemetery, La Traport, France. Photo courtesy of Dennis Dempsey.



Charles Frederick Dempsey #6317 - 26'" Battallion AIF

By Dennis Dempsey

Charles Frederick Dempsey was born Charles
Frederick Garrard to parents unknown and left
abandoned on the Snowball Goldfields in the
late 1800’s. Charles was left abandoned on the
goldfields for unknown reasons, (common
reasons were death of one or both parents,
destitution, when a mother was left to fend for
herself). Either way Charles Frederick was
abandoned and was fed by anyone who would
give him morsels of food or indeed some form of
shelter. Denis Dempsey used to supply the
goldfields with fresh meat, where he would drive
stock from Emu Flat to Snowball for slaughter by
the miners.

On one trip he was told of this child of the tender
age of about one year old, alone on the
goldfields. Denis took the boy home with him
and he and his wife Alice raised the boy as their
own despite having seven children already.
Imagine the surprise of Alice as Dennis pulled
his horse into the Emu Flat yard and on the front
of the saddle he had sitting up large as life a
baby boy. Charles Frederick was happy at Emu
Flat, received an education, was well housed,
loved and was by all accounts treated equally to
all other Dempsey children and consequently
changed his name to Dempsey.

Charles worked on Emu Flat as a boy doing
chores as most boys did, and as he grew, did

piece work in the district around shearing sheds,
fencing and with stock.

My Father James Wilfrid Dempsey told the story
of one of his very first memories of being carried
by Charles who had come back to Emu Flat
after his basic training before he was posted
overseas in December 1916, to say good bye.
Charles left Australia for the war on 23
December 1916 and was not to know he would
never come home as in the next September he
would be wounded in action in Belgium and die
in France on 22.9.1917.

Eileen and | visited the Cemetery in La Treport,
France in mid 2010. Mt Huon Cemetery is
located on the Normandy Coast. It is a well-kept
military cemetery which had been attached to a
Canadian Military Hospital. Eileen took one side
and | took the other so that every grave was
visited and our respects were paid to all buried
therein, friend or foe. We found the grave of
Charles Frederick Dempsey and | placed a
small vial of Shoalhaven water and small vial of
Emu Flat soil on it as well as a small slouch hat
and some more small memorabilia.

The few minutes we spent with Charles, (the
first Dempsey’s to visit his grave in 90 years)
were precious.

Lest We Forget.

Dennis Dempsey
standing at the
grave of Charles
Frederick Dempsey,
at the Mont Huon
Cemetery, La
Traport, France.



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL E00891

26 September 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Menin Road Area, Menin Road: View of an
ammunition dump on fire on the Menin Road, near Hooge, in the Ypres sector. Note the remains of a limber
and wheels in the right foreground.
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27 September 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Menin Road Area, Menin Road: Wounded men and
prisoners acting as stretcher bearers on the Menin Road, in the Ypres sector. The soldiers on the extreme left
and right, foreground, are carrying their gas masks strapped to their chests.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL E00845

28 September 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Menin Road Area, Menin Road: Australian artillery
horses alongside an empty shell case dump near Menin Road, in the Ypres sector.
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September 1917: Belgium: Western Front (Belgium), Menin Road Area, Menin Road: A scene extracted from
a Flanders film, on the Menin Road, showing wounded awaiting removal. A motor ambulance is in left
background.
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. ¢ AUSTRALIAN ILITARY FORCES.

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

Attestation . Enliste for Service Abroad. )
N b 30 Name LIEMPSEY - t Tinduch Jisdsceh §\\

IERETS s s L e

: Questions to be put to the Pcmn %‘uﬁng Z %hn
1. What is your Name? .. ‘é’f&#f

’ : [ 2. In the Parish of .. _Inor
2, Tu or near what Parith or Town were you born1 aeazthe Town of . —/jmm
l it AGounty of. . 042”&[;,‘

3. Are you & natursl born British Subject cs-mdiatevalizad
Wi (N.B,—If tho hwx popen to b 3. o
shown.) 0.

4. What is your Aget

5. What is your Trade or Calling? e

6. Aro you, or have you been, an Apprentice? Tf so, whena
to whom, and for what period e }

7. Aro you married? ... S o e R

8, is your next of kin (Address E %
Conaldisro Mww/idu wading 2 -;*Z'ﬁ

9. Have you ever been convidted by the Civil Fower!

10. Have you ever been discharged from any purt of Hix
Mujeaty's Foroes, with Ignomusy, or aa Incorrigible and
Worthless, or on b of Couvietion of Felony, or of a |
Sentenoce of Penal Semtude, or haye you bueu dismissed
with Disgrace from the Navy ! =

11, Do you now belong to, or have you ever norwd in, His
Mojesty’s Army, the Marines, the Militia, tho Militia
Roservo, the Torritorinl Force, Royal Navy, or Colonial
Forecs?! If so, state vhmb,und if not novurvmg.
state cause of discharge

13, Huve you stated the whole, if any, of your previous service |

13. Have you ever beon rejected ss unfit for His lhjmtyu
Service? If s, on what geounds? ..

14, (For marvied men, widowers with chddm;, and aoldu:n nho
m the sole mpport of widowad mother)—
Do you understand that no separation sllownnco will be issuod
in rospect of yoar service bevoud an amount wiich
together with pay would resch cight shillings per diy ¥

1B, Aro yoa prepured to undargu inoenlstion abmwb umall pox }

oaod enlono foverl

Mg M_\X_w do wolemnly doclare that the above mnswers made
horeby vol

by me to the above questions are true, and I am willing and nlv agroe to serve in tho Military Forces of the
Commonwealth of Anstealia within or beyond the lumu of the Commonw

And.. ; th—-ﬁmud -timo. dunRng -my-servion
- wilo s cittdren / 2
e TV,

bwm(um of parson M

@ Phin clovan should ba striek out in the cose of unmarried men op widowers without ehildren under 28 gear. of age.
DA S 0.57s0. T Twofiftha mowat be allciied (o the wife, ond {f there are chiidron Girea-fifthe must be alipital.
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In Memory of
Private

Charles Frederick Dempsey

6317, 26th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.L.F. who died on 22 September 1917 Age 22

Adopted son of Denis and Alice Dempsey. Native of Krawarre, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Wallace Street Braidwood, early 1900s.
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John

Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis
Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott
Bruce, Thomas Fraser
Byrne, Cecil John
Callan, William Henry
Catlin, Robert Henry
Clarke, Lester Thomas
Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus

Cullen, Henry Thomas
Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley

Dawson, Edric Athol
Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick

Dempsey, Charles

Dowell, Frederick Robert

Feeney, William
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henry
Geelan, Robert
Gosling, Fred
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

L rpe, George Lyle " %
a"Pe,‘Fiegmald

Shermmi Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederick
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Lest We Forget

Slmmons, George 5 i K



