Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
BRUCE, Thomas Fraser
Service Number: 1069

Rank: Second Lieutenant

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Thomas Fraser Bruce, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Thomas Fraser Bruce died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




THOMAS FRASER BRUCE

Rank: Second Lieutenant

Service Number: 1069

Unit: 36th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 12 October 1917

Place of death: Belgium

Cause of death: Killed in action

Place of association: Sydney, Australia

Cemetery or memorial details: Menin Gate Memorial,
Ypres, Flanders, Belgium

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Thomas Fraser Bruce's
name is located at panel 126 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial




THOMAS FRASER BRUCE #1069




THOMAS FRASER BRUCE #1069

36th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 36th Battalion was raised at Broadmeadow Camp, in Newcastle, New South Wales in
February 1916. The bulk of the battalion's recruits had been enlisted as a result of a recruiting
drive conducted amongst the rifle clubs of New South Wales by the Minister for Public Information
in the New South Wales government, Ambrose Carmichael. Thus, the battalion became known as
"Carmichael's Thousand". Carmichael led by example and enlisted as well, serving in the battalion
as a captain.

The 36th Battalion became part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division. It left Sydney,
bound for the United Kingdom on 13 May 1916. Arriving there in early July, the battalion spent the
next four months in training. It crossed to France in late November, and moved into the trenches of
the Western Front for the first time on 4 December, just in time for the onset of the terrible winter of
1916-17.




36th Australian Infantry Battalion

The battalion had to wait until the emphasis of British and Dominion operations switched to the
Ypres Sector of Belgium in mid-1917 to take part in its first major battle; this was the battle of
Messines, launched on 7 June. With the 9th Brigade held in reserve during the battle for
Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, the 36th's next major battle was around Passchendaele on the
12th. Heavy rain, though, had deluged the battlefield, and thick mud tugged at the advancing
troops and fouled their weapons. The 36th secured its objective but with open flanks and
ineffective artillery support, was forced to withdraw.

For the next five months the 36th alternated between periods of rest, training, labouring, and
service in the line. When the German Army launched its last great offensive in the spring of 1918,
the battalion was part of the force deployed to defend the approaches to Amiens around Villers-
Bretonneux. It took part in a counter-attack at Hangard Wood on 30 March, and helped to defeat a
major drive on Villers- Bretonneux on 4 April.

The fighting to defeat the German offensive had exacted a heavy toll upon the 3rd Division, and
the 9th Brigade in particular. Reinforcements from Australia were dwindling and thus it was
decided to disband one of the 9th Brigade's battalions to reinforce the other two. The 36th was the
battalion selected. In what one of the battalion's officers called an "unselfish act" the 36"
disbanded on 30 April 1918.
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®USTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad.

- Ay ; o
: A ' No., [ @OC 7 Name ,;BNCCQ. S “‘/ (f‘/u as € ra 2/
-~ ' 4 v G Co_ ‘At l:u. ' } 9'
. SN Um S tt o.h 4
;. Joinedon  J " Z, s/
, "/ Queslions to bc./p’nt to the Person Enlisting before ttestation,
g . 74
: ; e B & 1 .4).m.c4.. Niovmad ~“rasem/
P - T4 \\ P LR it g o Sod serads i e PO
—_ \n . ,/ -/“, j [ 2. In the Parish of .., " 4“"“““”‘*‘)&«
S L2 g 3
A0 or fear what P""'k o Towd wers you bornt .. .. l near the Town of ’dtd“d‘""""“a e
4 ;
: m(;)ho County of /}""4‘" o I
. ‘a pAatursl born British Subject or a b o ‘
/ﬁmlu British Subject? (NB.—If the } 3. "L/J LR O e R R 7 <
y /4 hmr,p-hen:obeuhowu.).............. J
L What is your aget ., ., .. .. .. FoIa S . AR 4. ’?,J/S-/ﬁ/"ik/&-%'(j-
5. What is your trada or calling? .. ., S s L ....’1‘.“.11’2‘:’...‘::?.’?’:%.9.%3;’:.. RLGaad oca oy Aol
8. Ars you, or have you been, an Apprentice? If 80, } g Flo
x heps » wham ]fur wh.t pa-iodl L= " seanmsen | S F AR s ¥ wiviesnTe A R T Aanend
r & 1. Are you mareied? .. .. .. .. W6 e (e A s 1o 1. Cpmaaas A, soivess ans oy S 38 s/ s padseule 8
| 8. (48] Pay, Fiaia THei
] 8. Who is your next of kin? (Address to be ‘stated) ., J RS NS e P ., ,.“’w“"]:.",/ﬂ “ptels g
g | b i LY T Foaalt Jydie
"% Have you ever been eonvioted by the Civil Power? .. B e 8 /.f.;¢.‘. W ans R R e S T
_ 0. Have you ever been diseharged from any part of His
' Majesty’s Forees, with Ignominy, or as Ineor /{
. riible and Worthless, or on acconnt of Convie | 10 T e o o S
N e tion of Felony, or of a Sentence of e o TR e R AR QIES R el
> tude, or have you been dismissed with Disgrace
'fromlheN"yl...................... 5 . 7. £
X : / /oA 6 oAy,
i 1% Do you now belong to, or have ¥you ever served in, His L‘Q"‘f ” l""'f"‘c’
' Mujesty's Army, the Marines, the Militia, the 1 Alenle Lon oo 15 & ",‘_'h’{l-
Militin Reserve, the Territorial Fores, Royal Navy, N &thargral. &, AeCndim: [ -
\ or Colouinl Forees? £ o, state whish, and 3¢ not J :
‘i now serving, » state cause of discharge ., .. .. .. }/
. Have you stated the whole, if any, of your previoos ¢ &
.w"a'-. O e s et St P ey B } 12. ....... ' ,7'.3 ................................... Tass
& Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His Majesty's | Lo
Service? 1f s0, on what grounds? .. ., > r 1SR v et o LA Y RICIE RS SR s R S e\ e ¢ Lhapwde
B 14 Do you understaud that no Saparation Allowance will - ‘(1/
Vi be issued in respect of your servios beyond an ' ) RN A ,(/ .............. P SR Svaesieaeban
> smount which together with Pay would vesch
‘eight SHIlDgS DO 87 ..ueeiaiervrnnsnsscrnnnns oo {

1 15, Are you prepsrod to undergo inocalation aguinst swonlipox )

and entario fover? .. . SRR o { e RO T o o S/ SUSEEN o OPTO B 1 .\ S
P - o —-
N 1 :r-/éfhn\ Ad AR ALt /g'l <« CL

R T olas A Rl 5B A SO o .'......:.dowlemnlydechumttho;bovemwmmde
by me to the sbove questipns are trie, and I am willing and hereby volunturily agree to serve in the Military
Forces of the Commonweslth of Australin within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth,

: : *And | further agree to allot not less than mof the pay payabie to me from time to tine during
| my service for the support of my wike three-fifths

e P Meanieh T GG «)stg . U/iuo’lﬁgtm%

ignature of person
mh:hnbhluddﬁu:umﬁw&uﬂwihmd ind mets o7 wid Without childres under 18 yrurs of age.




— -
g.

e f &
Statement of Service of No ¢ . / Name%—m:’(f.‘

Petind of wrvice in each rank,
Unit in which served. Promotions, Redluctions, Casualtios, &,

1 From- To
e e,
F 4

A IGT : L o -j x«/F‘-; é

L e s Ty R
& ‘/z,‘,'_t L? ‘/"’/'/-f"(.'

Retarks

) , "’) rq £
v’l/‘ 9 ; /"V Py - /5‘)«_/, / <1
f/%l*hlﬁ"(’({ 6{91[33?’?4!- , .egg./(.z - -v«~~[- Sy
Y et 2 o iry gy A = 1 e /r‘
fromrre A ek soesiea vacsa | 2-(? o ¢ ,'f ».; v
; 3

j?’ Yice */QI( a/ta:w{wc %‘0 ree 13- /17 /b’,/'(léfl

’gmn/rrwo .u,o-n(@(

283 /Z}

ST WSO B AR GRS T ST ST TN

i:: ‘/\.A[\ n /u/ —."‘_-- » el M-—(/ ((»'u...atr o, -t U 7. ry & @,

%.1'; ‘Llc i Iu...; (Pare oo 1 ,L..\.l) BN by 23y ‘3 g
! s —— -

———

I ot npmg .

/
s gt
/’?/_

~o
s

<4

s o)

=

I have examined the above details and find them correet N every respect,

~ e ————— e ——
£ e L O T g
: — S

- =8
-



| mr IAL FORCE.

D 41791

' L ~ﬁb——-¢"’

v

7

( ’
s Casualty o S o
T . . > ) ’ A -
S J x;//w/ 2 ";’m /« L ’ _/' e LR PGS 1 TS LA (Z‘-Ju. 220 ’zgd- -
|
.
\ DATE VPURPOR'I. o
f i L 18
‘ N 2 . ’) v
b UL 28 1917 ; ey D, KILLEG N AuliUsm, i Wy .,_\r
1 .(‘lv‘ Y “‘“"J:/(‘_ L'IL' ADYISED Kl IJ/N‘U g
b R sy oy =
| . 7 \E( { 0.0 ﬂ/.llfx( %mé/ /; tfo’l(q / ("d/'
< CONFIFs’ 7ON nEé=WF 7
m ,”:,‘, f/{ { / ‘/1 ‘ 4"
g Qabie No.. W7 )" Per
G=24F | DI 1t0D P.M.....&,.M‘D Ao g(//yg l~
2 Do 2 | W o 0P WD, 04( fo/« 5.2
» 4905 45| PERSONAL EFFECTS EXuympi! fuches
/5 '\‘/': ‘/"-.A' orm of o, Reaalvad... 'e/ E.R. M. No.& & //23&'
E" ?rFJgn W g0s 193801 |, “gunlv‘ SR
3 \Effauls ox “Barungs " Tost af geu MI5/908
o T
- i e
e/ T
o Ssus ) ) R
23 v =11
4o N o=\
s /3// Cirmdur ©,0.00. 487 1500 & ﬁuu\ ah N J ani p tuhed /‘?/’,9"/(/2—.
:., I ML Bgmsx{ q l!" " ._‘ e Oomd{ -.::‘i.‘.- .‘....M.D.B-ﬂ.u'
B i B vAals 3 £AD ,
N et e — - —
T — — . ORI S TN s W < S, |




FIELD SERVICE.

REPORT of Death of an Officer to be forwarded to the War Office with
the least possible delay after receipt of notification of death
on Army Form B. 213 or Army Form A. 36 or from other
official documentary sources.

REGIMENT) sgty BATPALION. AsI.F. v ————
CORPS or Compuny |
[Rank 2nd Lieutenant.
Name BRUCZE Thomas Frasere
By whomn reported Commanding Officer 36th Battalicon. A.I.F.
l Date of Death 12th October 1917.
DIED. ¢ Place or Hospital In the Field, BELGIUN.
‘ Causs of Death EILIED IN ACTION
Place of Burial Particulars not yet to hand,
State whether he leaves:| will not received. :

a will or not, |

All private documents und cffects received from tho fromt or hespital, should be
examined, and if any will ds found it should be ab ‘once Torwarded to the Wiar
Office.

Any information received ms to verbal expressions by o decoused Officer of  his
wishes ns to the disposal of his estate should be reported to the War Offico us

soon @5 possible,
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In Memory of
Second Lieutenant

Thomas Fraser Bruce

36th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.LF. who died on 12 October 1917

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Sreetings from JDreidwood.
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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