Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
BARNETT, Frederick George

Rank: Captain

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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THE GREAT WAR




Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost their
lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Frederick George Barnett, one of the 88
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from
World War I. It contains his details as recorded
in the World War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty
notification, correspondence relating to his death,
details of decorations won, any available photos,
and, in some instances, family correspondence
or recollections.

Frederick George Barnett died for his country,
for you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




FREDERICK GEORGE BARNETT

Rank: Captain

Unit: 17th Australian Infantry Battalion

Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 02 August 1918

Place of death: France '-
Cause of death: Killed in action

Age at death: 29

Place of association: Sydney, Australia '

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux Military
Cemetery, Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour:
Frederick George Barnett's name is located at panel 82 in the
Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.




The 17t Battalion

The 17th Battalion was raised at Liverpool in New South Wales in March 1915 as part of the 5th Brigade. It left
Australia in early May, trained in Egypt from mid-June until mid-August, and on 20 August landed at ANZAC
Cove.

At Gallipoli the Battalion participated in the last action of the August Offensive ' the attack on Hill 60 ' before
settling into defensive routine in the trenches. For a short period part of the 17th garrisoned Pope's Hill, but for
most of its time on the peninsular the Battalion was responsible for the defence of Quinn's Post, one of the
most contested positions along the entire ANZAC front. The Battalion was evacuated from Gallipoli in
December 1915. After further training in Egypt, the 17th Battalion proceeded to France. Landing there on 22
March 1916, it took part in its first major battle at Pozieres between 25 July and 5 August. The Battalion
returned to the Pozieres trenches for a second time, although in a reserve role, between 18 and 28 August.
After a spell in a quieter sector of the front in Belgium, the 2nd Division, which included the 5th Brigade, came
south again in October. The 17th Battalion was spared from having to mount an attack across the quagmire
the Somme battlefield had become, but did have to continue manning the front through a very bleak winter.

In 1917 the 17th was involved in the follow-up of German forces after their retreat to the Hindenburg Line, and
was one of four battalions to defeat a counter-stroke by a German force, almost four times as strong, at
Lagincourt. The battalion took part in three major battles before the year was out, second Bullecourt (3-4 May)
in France, and Menin Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-10 October) in Belgium. After another
winter of trench duty, 17th Battalion helped to thwart the German Spring Offensive of 1918. With this last
desperate offensive defeated, the Allied armies turned to the offensive and the 17th participated in the battles
that pushed the German Army ever closer to defeat: Amiens on 8 August, the legendary attack on Mont St
Quentin on 31 August, and the forcing of the Beaurevoir Line around Montbrehain on 3 October. Montbrehain
was the battalion's last battle. It was training out of the line when the armistice was declared in November
1918, and was disbanded in April 1919.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL E02250

Officers of the 17th Battalion and their mascot at the 17th Battalion Headquarters, in a gully. This spot was known
to the Battalion as 'Nanny Goat Gully'. Left to right: Lieutenant (Lt) Kenneth Irwin McMillan; Lt Henry Evans Banfield
MC; unidentified; Captain (Capt) Harold Bouchier Barlow MC; Lt Edmund Ralston Raine (standing with goat);
unidentified; Capt Frederick George Barnett (killed in action 2 August 1918); Lt George Roy McPhee.
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m“ 4741, AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

s N BASE RECORDS OFFICE,
. = i v

. VICTORIA BARRACKS,

AMelbourne, 9th ¥ay, 1918,

Dear ywadam,

I have much pleasure in forwarding hereunder copy of
extract from Becond Supplement, No. 30448, to the ‘‘London Gazette’’
dated 25th December, 1917, relating to the conspicuous services
rendered by the undermentioned member of the Australian Imperial
Force.

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES.

The following is a continuation of Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatch
of the 7th November, submitting names deserving special mention,
published in a supplement to the ‘‘London Gazette'’® of Friday, 28th
December, 1917 :—

Cuptain P, 0. BARNETIT ,*

The above has been promulgated in ‘‘Commonwealth of Australia
Gazette,’’” No, 57, dated 18th April, 1918.

Yours faithfully,

Ure, ¥, J, Baroett,
*Guthrie®
Laves Qmo“t‘..‘ Major,
“i‘m g Officer i/c Base Records.

National Archives of Australia 7 NAA 8245_5_. BARNETT F.G




Group portrait of officers of the 17th Battalion. From left to right, back row: Lieutenant (Lt) Harry Edmund Shaw; Lt
(later Major) Reginald Vincent Spier; Lt (later Captain) William Henry Sheppard; Lt Stanley Robert Richardson; Lt
Eric Gordon Powell; Lt Edward Hardie McCulloch; Lt (later Captain) Edward Thomas Harnett; Second Lieutenant
(2nd Lt) France Gombert (died of wounds 28 August 1915); Lt (later Captain) Frederick George Barnett (killed in
action 2 August 1918); Lt John Reginald Nunn (died of illness 9 April 1917); Lt (later Captain) Leslie Keith
Chambers (killed in action 29 July 1916). Middle Row: Lt Raymond Elton Pye (killed in action 17 May 1917); Lt
(later Captain) Reginald Vincent Spier; Lt (later Major MC French Croix de Guerre) Harold Woodford Johnson; Lt
(later Major) Cecil Rodwell Lucas; Captain (Capt) Smith (Medical Officer); Lt Robert Christian Anderson; Lt (later
Major MC) Herbert Leslie Bruce; Lt Charles Antony McBride; Lt Ernest Thomas Mansfield; Capt Frank Leslie
Lonsdale (died of wounds 28 September 1915); Lt Errol Wharton Kirke. Front row: Lt Joseph Murphy (later DCM);
Capt Harold Mathieson Beiers (later MC, Lieutenant Colonel 19th Battalion); Capt Llewellyn Griffiths; Capt Travers;
Major (Maj) Edward Fowell Martin; Colonel (later Brigadier-General DSO CMG) Henry Arthur Goddard
(Commanding Officer); Capt Balfour Douglas Brown; Maj George Robert Short; Capt (later Lieutenant-Colonel
DSO) Cecil Robert Arthur Pye (killed in action 6 October 1917); Capt John Malbon Maughan (later DSO); Chaplain
Frederick Colwell.

Group portrait of the Officers of the 17th Battalion. Back row, left to right: Lieutenant (Lt) Robert Cory Worthington;
Lt William Leonard Flood MC; Lt Frederick William Tindale Croix de Guerre; Lt Eric Duncan Miller; Lt Frederick
Henry Evan Harries; and Lt William Albert Robertson. Middle row: Lt Bertie Hay Hembrow; Lt Frederick William
Croft MC; Lt John Lancelot Richardson (killed in action in France on 13 August 1918); Lt Tom Rowles Read (killed
in action in France on 9 August 1918); Lt Rupert Roy Frederick Willard MC; Lt George Roy McPhee; Lt Frederick
George Rae; Lt Eric Wyndham Dark MC; Lt Alfred Edmeadess Warner; Lt James Howe McClure; Lt Frederick
Richmond Lockwood; Lt Livingstone Gordon Mackenzie; and Lt Ronald Edward Massey MM. Front row: Captain
(Capt) Arthur James Russell Davison MM; Lt Edmond Ralston Raine; Lt William Richard Haigh MC (died of wounds
in London on 26 November 1918); Capt Cuthbert Clive Finlay; Capt Harry Ronald DSO; Capt Keith Wemyss
Mackenzie MC & Bar; Lieutenant Colonel Rupert Markham Sadler MC; Capt Frederick George Barnett (killed in
action in France on 2 August 1918); Capt Edward Thomas Harnett; Capt Harold Oscar Busby; Chaplain Captain
Frederic William Tugwell; Lt Harold Jackson Smith; Lt Frederick William Johns; Lt William Joseph Ham.
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad.
y . Nms’Sumam Q% (723 rzt'Zi
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Joined on B i U LA

Unit

Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.

1. What is your Nume' “Lix e PR
193 X A7
J Ty KA 2, Tn the Parish of - i
2. In or noar what Parish or Town were yoa bornt B DR B I ittt iveesrrrrry v e rmprrree e
R T M %
3. Are you a natural born British Subject or o Natoralized
Britiah Bubject! (NB wIf the ln'wr, pnpcnn to be ol
shown.)
4. What is your Age! s el b
5, What i your Trade or Calling? |

6. Are you, or have you been, an Apprenticel If so, whvm,} 6.
to whom, snd for what prn.od'l

7. Are you marrivd | ... % (= ?&M(v' )1'\

1?/ & 7.

8. 'Who is your next of kin{ (Addm;a and relahum‘np to be
stated)

dress in Austealin? .. - -

) \ T WSS G e S SR S e e NSRS

10. Do you now belong to, Ainve you ovor sorvoed in, th

Miujosty’s Army, Jie Murines, the Militia, the Militia
Resorve, t.Wlmrml Foreo, Royal Nuvy, or Colonial
Forces | 80, state which, and if not now serving,
state cause of discharge .

11. Have you stated the whols, if any, of your previous service ! | ST e P

3 TS

12. Have you ever been rojected us unfit for Fiy \lu;uwn
Service? If 50, on what grounds! }

13. (For married men, widowers with ehrldren, and mldw« on

ave the sole suprport of widowed miother)—
Do yw undeestand that no separation allowance will by inwned . FIRI L -
respect of your survice bovond sn umcont which
‘\ngoﬂwr with pey would reach eigiit shillings per day?

14, Are you prepared to undesgo incculation againsb swall pox 14 128
-nd entanic fever’ } A T -

3 .do solemnly declare that the wbove answore made
by we to the above questions are truo, and T am wmmg “and hcrehy voluntar{ly agees to servo in the Military Foroes of the
Commonwealth of Austealin within or boyond the limits of the Commonwealth.

And T further agrs to allot not less than ‘F758BY  of the pay peyable to me from time to time during my. wievice

wife.®
for the support of 1y oo g hildren,

T DEC 14 Bali Simaburs of poveon enbised

¢ nneumnlmmvdnmuun-mu wamarried men or widower wilhout chitdeem mnder 18 yoirs of wge
Das sy, Tov-ffthe munt be oltotedbo the vinfe, and m@-m e ifihs susist be allotiol.
- R Y L
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;:.m,“ Pty AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
; rastmantal wumber BASE RECORDS OFFICE,
" ’ i.':"-:"" ¥ Suller ) VICTORIA BARRACKS,

Alelbourne, 9th ¥ay, 1918,

Dear waaam,

I have much pleasure in forwarding hereunder copy of
extract from Second Supplement, No. 30448, to the ‘‘London Gazette'’
dated 25th December, 1917, relating to the conspicuous services
rendered by the undermentioned member of the Australian Imperial
Force.

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES.

The following is a continuation of Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatch
of the 7th November, submitting names deserving special mention,
published in a supplement to the °‘‘London Gazette'’ of Friday, 28th
December, 1917 :—

Cuptain P, 0. BARNETT ."

The above has been promulgated in ‘‘Commonwealth of Australia
Gazette,’’ No, 57, dated 18th April, 1918.

Ure. ¥, J, Baroett, Yours faithfully,
"Guthrie®
. ..ll . Major,
- 8 u:‘. Officer i/c Base Records.
a0/ - -

National Archives of Australia NAA B2455 BARNETT F G

y AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

et
£ Base Records Office,
AN VICTORIA BARRACKS,
Dear

Melbourne, 18th May 1918
Madam,

I forward herewith form of Commission issued by the British War Office
eovering the appointment of your son Baptain ¥.G. Barnett, 17th Battalion,

as a temporary <2nd Lieutenant in the Regular Forces of the
British Army, for retention against the time of his return from active service.

Will you kindly let me know whether same comes safely to hand by signing and
returning the attached receipt form.

Yours faithfull
m - mv“t. y'
Reainetats oot J. M. LEAN,
Weat ¥Yaltland ¥.8.% Major,

Gaseus, Officer ifo Base Records




Mre. ¥. J. Barnett,

"Guthrie",

Faverfield, ¥N.8.V.

Vinchoombe Avanue, / .
/A 7

BASE RECORDS OFFICE, A. I. W,
9ta July, 1917.

8000 (

Dear Madam,

I have much pleasure in forwarding hsreunder
copy ©of extract from Second Supplement No, 29890 to the
London Oazette dated 2nd January, 1917, ralating to the
conspicuous services rendersd by your son, Lisutenant

¥. G. Barnett, 17th Battalion.

X X X X

KENTICYED IN DESPATCMES

The following deapatch has been rsceived by the
Secretary of States for War, from Oenaral Sir Douglas Haly,
6.C.5., Commander~in-Chief of the British Armies in Francas I-

I bave the honor to submit the name of the under~
mentioned of ficerasssrving under my comnand, whose

distingaisbed and gallant services, and devotion to duty, I
oonsider deserving of special mention i

Lieutenant FREDERICK ONORGE BARNETT."

p 3§ X X X
f
The above has been promulgated in Commonweal:'h

of Australia Oazette, No. 103 of 29th Jume, 1917, vy
Yours faithfully,

Major, ~

Officer 1/c Bass Records.,
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This will was annexed to Probate of Capt, 7.C.BARNETT, 17th Batt,,
P received at this office 4/4/19,

THIS IS THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF WE FREDFRICK GEORGE BARNETT
of "Guthrie® Winchommbe Avenue, Haberfield in the County of Cumber-
land, New South Wales, Bank Manager I HFREBY RREVOKE all Wills and
testamentary instruments heretofore by me made I APPOINT FREDRRICK
JANES BARNETT of "Cuthrie®, Winchcombe Avenue, Haberfield near Sydney
New South Wales, Post Magter and RELIZABETH CAROLINE BARNETT of
“guthrie" Winchaombe Avenue Haberfield near Bydney to be the ¢
and executrix 7.3. and executrix .7,
executor/ of this my will I DIRKCT my exeocutor/ to pay my Jjust
debts and funeral and testamentary expenses I GIVE AND BEQUEATH
all my real and personal property of whatever kind soever to my
Father, Frederiock James Parnett, Post Naster of "Guthrie" Winchoombe
Avenue, !aberfield, Sydney New South Wales and to my mother Wlizaheth
caroline Barnett of "Guthrie” Winchcombe Avenuz Haberfield, Sydney
New South Wales, in equal division. IN WITNESS whereof I have ‘
hereunto set my hand this eighth day of Vay in the year of Cur [
Loed one thousand nine hundred and fifteen,
¥.Ges BARRRETT,

SIGNED by the abovenamed Testator as his last Will in the presevnce
of uo.hoth being present at the same time, who in his presence
and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our‘
names as witnesses.

william llenry Sydney Sheppard of "Fairhaven”, Wylde Street,

Pott's Point, Sydney, Commercial Traveller,

fiarold Woodford Johnson of "Woodford", West Street,

Jiorth Sydney, ®“uditor and Accountant,

1, the undersigned, hereby certify that the type-written matter s
contained above is a true copy uf what purports to be the original § )
will of #.0,BARNETT such having been carefully exanined/Therewith hige.

il ﬁﬁi‘mﬁﬁ(-- 4 .
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Augtralian Imperial Force. N
/l 110, GREYHOUND ROAD.

HAMMERSMITH
LONDON, W. 86,
M8/ 14,

Inventory of Effects of - Captain P.G. Bernett, 17th Battalion, A.I.F.,

Forwarded to - N.0.K, Mother
Mres. C.E, Barnett,
'Nthrto'tr .
Lgwes Stree
Weet Maitland,
New South Wales.

Beceived from the field 24/9/18
3/ 6910 8 ocont

Bote Case, Fountain Pen, 0 tte Case, Wallet, Diary, Map of Paris,
Re ous Book, Book of Views, rost Cards, Fhotos, Letters, 2 French
dotes (value 1 Prance 50 centimes), Letter of introduction.

N~
- g
-~

:\l\ “-":'{(Xl’é

D/S. 42503 in case 1506.

No. of Package Checked by
National Archives of Australia NAA B2455 BARNETT F G
6 - - L
Asstralian Imperial Force. ALF. KIT STORE.
o 110. GREYHOUND ROAD,
i HAMMERSMITH,
n’l‘. LONM|‘ wo ‘-

inventory of Bffects of - Qaptain P.0. Barnett, 17th Battalion, A.I.F.,

Forwarded to - JN.0.K. Mother :i-
Mrs. O.,B. Barnett, e
"guthrie”
Luwes Street,
West Maitland,
New South Wales,.

Received fxom the field 24/9/18 Pi520.
ONZ ENVELOPE !&gl containing :-

Cheque Book on the Commercisl Bannng Company of Sydney (London), containing
Unused Cheques No.M.50821 to M0.50840.

-< p ;‘..\ Q.’g v
- - 4 L .

.

DPS8.42504 in caee 1506,
No. of Package Checked by '
National Archives of Australia NAA B2455 BARNETT F G~







In Meenory of
Captain

Frederick George Barnett
1710 B, Austraian Infaniry, A LF. who died on D2 August 1918 Age 28

Son of Fredenc James and Efzabeth Carolne Barnet!, of The Post Ofice, Newcastie, New South Watles.
Bom at Araluen, New South Wales

Remembered with Honour
Vilers-Sretonneux Miikary Comelety

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.
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