	
  

Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS
“We will remember them well”
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From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War I.
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.

Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.
Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area –
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.
A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.
The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.
This booklet is the available story of
Frank Riley, one of the 88 Braidwood volunteers
who did not return from World War I. It contains
his details as recorded in the World War I Roll of
Honour, his Enlistment Papers, Field Service
records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.
Frank Riley died for his country, for you and for
me. Please pause a moment to remember him.
Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR I
World War I lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.
The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.
Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.’ The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).
The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS – Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps – were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.
The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.

ROLL OF HONOUR
FRANK RILEY
Service Number: 2785
Rank: Private
Unit: 3rd Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 22 July 1916
Place of death: France
Cause of death: Killed in action
Place of association: Hurstville, Australia
Cemetery or memorial details: Pozieres British Cemetery
Ovillers-La Boisselle, Pozieres, Picardie, France
Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army
Location on the Roll of Honour: Frank Riley's name
is located at panel 38 in the Commemorative Area at the
Australian War Memorial

3rd Australian Infantry Battalion
The 3rd Battalion was among the first infantry
units raised for the AIF during the First World
War. Like the 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions it was
recruited from New South Wales and, together
with these battalions, formed the 1st Brigade.
The battalion was raised within a fortnight of
the declaration of war in August 1914 and
embarked just two months later. After a brief
stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion
proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December.
The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing
on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and
third waves and served there until the
evacuation in December. In August, the
battalion took part in the attack on Lone Pine.
For his valorous action in defending Sasse's
Sap at Lone Pine on 9 August, Private John
Hamilton was awarded the Victoria Cross.
After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion
returned to Egypt. In March 1916, it sailed for
France and the Western Front. From then until
1918 the battalion took part in operations
against the German Army, principally in the
Somme Valley in France and around Ypres in
Belgium. The battalion's first major action in
France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley in

July 1916. Later the battalion fought at Ypres,
in Flanders, before returning to the Somme for
winter.
The battalion participated in a short period of
mobile operations following the German
withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in early
1917, but spent much of that year fighting in
increasingly difficult conditions around Ypres.
In 1918 the battalion returned to the Somme
valley and helped to stop the German spring
offensive in March and April. The battalion
subsequently participated in the Allies' great
offensive of that year, launched east of Amiens
on 8 August 1918. The advance on this day by
British and empire troops was the greatest
success in a single day on the Western Front,
one that German General Erich Ludendorff
described as "the black day of the German
Army in this war".
The battalion continued operations to late
September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November
1918, the guns fell silent. The November
armistice was followed by the peace treaty of
Versailles signed on 28 June 1919.
Between November 1918 and May 1919 the
men of the 3rd Battalion returned to Australia
for demobilisation and discharge.

France, c1916: ANZACS in France. Back from Pozieres. These merry ANZACS, just returned from taking
Pozieres, laughingly face the camera in the attitudes of surrendering Huns, shouting “Mercy, Kamerad!”

France: Picardie, Somme, Albert Bapaume Area, Pozieres Area, Pozieres: Snow covered dugouts in Tramway
Trench, north of the Bapaume Road, Pozieres, where a German commandant surrendered to the Australians,
on 23 July 1916.

side was looped up to cater for the rifle drill of
the day and to make it easier for marching
troops to perform the "eyes right" command in
parades. The hat included a two-piece buckled
chinstrap and a prominent three-plait of
puggaree. Intended for insulation, the
puggaree was a traditional Indian head-wrap,
adapted by the British for head-dress worn in
hot, sunny regions.

The slouch hat
Trademark of the Australian Army
Perhaps no other object has been so widely
associated with Australian identities as the
"slouch" or "digger" hat.
Introduced into Australian military service in the
second half of the 19th century, the hat was
suited to the local climate and the rigours of
military use. In later years it was hoisted on
mastheads by victorious troops in place of a
flag. More recently it has graced women’s
fashions and adorned the heads of athletes
and marching squads.
The slouch hat’s mark in history is rooted in
Australia’s introduction to modern warfare at
Gallipoli and the reputation established by the
AIF on the Western Front. From that time the
simple felt hat, with its side turned up, was an
emblem of the courage of the Australian
digger, and it became a national symbol.
Although commonly believed to be uniquely
Australian, similar styles of hat were adopted
by many other countries, including the United
States, New Zealand, India and even
Germany.
The khaki hat first became part of an Australian
military uniform in 1885, when it was chosen
for the newly-formed Victorian Mounted Rifles
by the commanding officer, Colonel Tom Price.
Years later, F.D. Price, his youngest son, a
former member of the unit and a veteran of the
Boer War, related the origin of the hat to his
father’s experience in Burma, where native
police wore similar head-dress.
The hat featured a high-domed crown and
narrow brim. The right side of the brim was
turned up and held in position by a cord
attached to a hook which protruded from a gilt
lion’s head boss, fastened high on the side of
the crown. It has been suggested that the right

The colony of New South Wales was next to
adopt a felt hat when it chose this style for its
mounted troops. A photograph of officers in the
NSW Mounted Infantry at their first
encampment (April 1889) shows them wearing
the hat with a white folded puggaree and a
black cock’s feather.
In 1890 local military commanders agreed that
all their forces, with the exception of garrison
artillery (who wore helmets), should adopt a felt
hat. New South Wales was first to act when it
introduced a felt hat to go with the newly
introduced "brown-coloured uniform" adopted
for the NSW Lancers. This was worn with an
indented crown looped-up on the left side and
decorated with bird feathers. The remaining
colonies soon followed suit. Tasmania chose
the Victorian style, while Queensland, South
Australia, and West Australia followed New
South Wales, looping their hats up on the left
side. The slouch hat made its first appearance
overseas on the heads of troops fighting in the
Boer War, and it added much to the mystique
of the Australian bushmen. Around the time the
first Commonwealth troops arrived in South
Africa, the hat began to be more commonly
worn with the left side turned up.
The Defence Act of 1903 combined the
colonial defence forces into a single Australian
army. The slouch hat became part of the
uniform, worn turned up on the left side, and an
array of embellishments was introduced. The
hat featured a lower and indented crown. The
turned-up side was held in position by means
of a hook and eye fastener, and badges were
backed with a distinctive cloth rosette in the
corps or regimental colour. A stripe of the
same colour was later added to the new sevenfold puggaree. The chinstrap, reduced in width,
was adjusted by means of a sliding buckle.
The most striking addition by some units was
the adornment of the hat with the plumes of
various birds, including black cock, eagle,

swan and ostrich. The best known of these,
however, particularly after the exploits of the
Light Horse in the desert campaigns of the
First World War, was the emu feather. It is
believed that this plumage was first adopted by
the Queensland Mounted Infantry at the time of
the shearers’ strike in 1891.
The introduction of compulsory military training
in 1912 brought further changes. The folded
puggaree was replaced with a series of
coloured woollen bands, each denoting an arm
of service. Metal numerals worn on the front of
the hat, half an inch above the band, indicated
the wearer’s unit. Approval could also be
obtained to wear other metal badges on the
turned-up side. By 1918 these bands were
reduced in width and the numerals centred on
the front.
With the raising of the 1st AIF in 1914 further
standardisation occurred. Plain khaki hat
bands were adopted, along with the
Commonwealth Pattern ("rising sun") Badge,
first introduced in 1904. This badge was worn
by all soldiers except those serving with siege
artillery units; as members of the permanent
artillery, they were allowed to retain their own
design.
Some Queensland Light Horse units embarked
for overseas service wearing emu plumes, as
did the 3rd Light Horse Brigade. When the
latter arrived in Egypt there was such a
kerfuffle over the right to wear the plume that
the Minister of Defence was forced to
intervene. He ruled that all light horse
regiments could wear the emu plume provided
that no cost was charged to the
Commonwealth.
Although the white-striped folded puggaree
worn by militia light horse units had been
replaced by the plain khaki band, AIF light
horse units were later allowed to wear the
original; evidence of its use can be seen in
period photographs. Approval was later
rescinded; directions for AIF units to adopt a
plain khaki puggaree soon followed.
While training in Egypt in 1915, the 4th
Australian Infantry Brigade, commanded by
John Monash, won approval to embellish the

left side of their hat bands with their newlygranted colour patches. These were later
repositioned on the upper tunic sleeves. In
early 1916, having taken command of the 3rd
Australian Division, Monash secured approval
from General Birdwood for his men to wear the
brims of their hats flat and the badge fixed to
the front. In late 1917, for reasons of
conformity throughout the corps, Monash
instructed his division to adopt the same style
of wearing the hat as the rest of the Australian
forces.
The reorganisation of the Australian military
forces in 1922 brought further changes.
Coloured hat bands returned and the use of
metal numerals ceased. Several years later the
Light Horse reverted to the folded khaki
puggaree, with central white stripe, which they
had originally adopted in 1903. The
introduction of the voluntary militia force in
1930 meant more change. A new series of
regimental badges and colourful puggarees
were introduced; they were to be worn with the
specially-designed uniform intended to attract
recruits.
Following the call for volunteers in 1939, the
"rising sun" badge and plain khaki coloured
band were again chosen as the uniform of the
2nd AIF. This woollen band was slowly
replaced by a six-fold puggaree in khaki cotton,
although contemporary five-fold versions are
also present in the Memorial’s collections.
From 1940 both styles of bands could be
adorned on the right side with a colour patch
identifying the wearer’s unit.
After the Second World War there were minor
changes to the hat and its continued suitability
was questioned, but the slouch style was too
deeply entrenched to be replaced. Today,
similar felt hats are worn by the all Australian
services, but only the Australian Army, to which
it remains a symbol of distinction and pride,
continues to wear the khaki felt hat with its side
turned up.
Author:
Peter Aitken
Former curator in the Military Heraldry and
Technology Section, Australian War
Memorial.

The slouch hat, trademark of the Australian Army.
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ROLL OF HONOUR
Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George
Barry, Charles Louis
Beatty, Walter Cusack
Bell, John Henry Edward
Black, George Scott
Bruce, Thomas Fraser
Byrne, Cecil John
Callan, William Henry
Catlin, Robert Henry
Clarke, Lester Thomas
Cook, Thomas John
Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas
Davis, John Henry
Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol
Dayball, Arthur Joseph
Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henry James
Geelan, Robert Michael
Gosling, Fred
Gough, James
Green, Francis Henry
Healy, Myrtle James
Howard, John Alexander
Huggett, William
Hunt, Frederick William
Hunt, John
Hush, Percy Alfred
Hush, Thomas
Hush, Austin Septimus
Innes, Henry George
Kelly, Herbert Albert
Kemp, Leslie Smith
Keyte, Robert

Knight, Charles Oliver
Lee, Thomas James
Lennon, James
Lupton, Spencer
Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis
McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald
McRae, Finley Arnold
Meade, Arthur Stuart
Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley
Moore, William
Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
O’Brien, Thomas Daniel
O’Reilly, John
Pooley, Edward
Rex, Horace Joseph
Riley, Frank
Roberts, Frederick Bede
Robinson, William James
Rodgers, Albert
Seidel, Alfred George
Seidel, Henry Edward
Sharpe, George Lyle
Sharpe, Reginald
Sherman, Edgar Robert
Sherman, Percy Frederick
Simmons, George
Smith (Greenwood), George
Spicer, William Henry
Steele, Alexander Norman
Stein, Daniel Godfrey
Stewart, David Walter
Styles, Reginald Lucian
Torpy, Patrick Edward
Torpy, Thomas Patrick
Walker, William Albert
Watt, James
Watt, Oscar Harold McClure
White, Alister
Whitelaw, Thomas Philip
Wilson, Samuel Charles
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